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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

 Retrenchments in South Africa’s mining industry on the rise amid slow economic growth  

 South Africa’s poultry importers argue that they deserve more support from all stakeholders 

as the crisis in the domestic chicken industry deepens 

 Social Development Minister Bathabile Dlamini faces R248m claim and an interdict as 

concerns rise on the possible disruption of the social grant disbursement to South Africa’s 

poor households 

 South Africa’s Department of Trade and Industry and the poultry industry hold crisis meeting 

as the domestic chicken industry faces collapse  

 Inflation hit South African households hard as food prices soar 

 Farmers lose livestock as drought persist in the Free State province 

 Red meat, maize prices to remain high due to the persistent drought in South Africa 

 Cosatu alarmed by the ongoing job losses in various economic sectors in South Africa amid 

slow growth 

 South African Household Wealth continues to decline amid growing economic uncertainty 

 S&P Global Ratings expects South Africa’s house prices to be stagnant for this year as the 

economy struggles 

 South African consumers sell personal belongings to pay off festive debt amid growing 

unemployment and slow growth 

 Stock theft in South Africa reaching cataclysmic proportions, increasing burden on farmers 

already struggling amid the persistent drought 



 South African Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago announces that the repo rate will 

remain unchanged at 7% 

 Residents hail EFF for free stands in Limpopo as South Africa’s land crisis festers 

 South Africa’s Reserve Bank revises growth outlook to 1.1% as the overall outlook remains 

weak 

 Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago tells South African motorists to expect another fuel 

price increase next month 

 South Africans lower their inflation expectations for 2017 from 6.0% in the third quarter to 

5.8% in the fourth quarter 

 Workers’ organization Nkuzi Development Association argues that the claims of brutality and 

killing of white farmers in South Africa is hollow and unfounded 

 South Africa sees opportunities to sell more of its agricultural produce to the UK under a post-

Brexit trade agreement 

 Front National (SA) slams EFF’s call to occupy land on April 6 as part of its strategy to highlight 

the urgent need for South Africa to resolve the land question by expropriating land without 

compensation for equal redistribution 

 Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies announces that import of cheap chicken pieces put 

South Africa’s chicken sector in distress, but the Europe Union disagrees with this narrative 

 Tomato farmers in Limpopo suffers another major blow as crops have been damaged by 

moths which are threatening their harvest amid drought 

 An expected increase in the fuel price and the likely resultant hike in the prices of goods is 

going to severely impact the more than half of all South Africans who are three months or 

more behind in their debt repayments 

 South African farmers and labour unions say the European Union is selling chicken legs, thighs 

and wings at below cost, threatening local companies and jobs as the chicken fight rocks SA’s 

trade relations with Europe 

 South Africa drops two places in its rankings on The Economist democracy index amid growing 

political and economic uncertainty 

 Farm and factory gate inflation accelerated to 7.1% in December as food prices surge as meat 

prices rose 3.7% over the month and 10.2% over the year while the highest annual inflation 

was recorded for sugar, which rose 18.7% over the year 



 South Africa steel production fell by 4.3% to 6.141-million tonnes in 2016 as the economy 

struggles 

 Some stakeholders in South Africa’s ailing chicken industry argue that higher import duties 

will not fix all the poultry sector’s problems 

 Role players in South Africa’s poultry sector argue that the country must shut down dumped 

chicken imports to prevent industry collapse 

 Bleak future for 1,350 axed Rainbow Chicken workers as the poultry sector crisis deepens 

 Political infighting, the dire state of the labour market and the potential effect of US President 

Donald Trump’s protectionist policies will weigh on SA’s economic growth, according to a new 

report by FocusEconomics 

 South Africa issues permits to allow total imports of 1.3-million metric tonnes of genetically 

modified (GM) maize from the United States as the drought crisis deepens  

 South Africa must defend its chicken farmers from an influx of imported dark meat from 

Europe or face the collapse of the local industry, according to Trade and Industry Minister Rob 

Davies 

 South Africa will continue maize imports as the country’s maize stock levels remain very tight 

amid the severe drought 

 Stilbaai Business Chamber has launched an emergency fund to assist farmers who lost crops 

and property in devastating Cape fires 

 ANC leadership battle a risk to South Africa’s economy, according to financial services 

company Credit Suisse 

 South Africa ranked amongst countries with serious corruption problem 

 Cape Town water crisis deepens as dam levels remains critically and water use remains high 

 Taps running dry in eThekwini metro as Umgeni Water reduce water supply as drought persist 

in South Africa 

 Fist fights for water erupt in KwaZulu-Natal amid severe drought in South Africa 

 Cape Town’s top 20 000 water wasters will be put under pressure to reduce consumption as 

the levels of dams supplying the city continue to drop as drought ravages Western Cape 

 Western Cape water shortage worsens as the Department of Water and Sanitation on 

Monday disclosing dam levels had dropped below 40%. 

 Northern Cape prays for rain amid severe water shortage 



 Cape Town water restrictions put golf clubs in the rough as the drought bites 

 South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Department announces that there's still a long way to go 

before dam levels reach normal capacity as Western Cape dams continue to dry up due to 

drought 

 Department of Water and Sanitation emphasizes that South Africa is still facing drought, 

therefore water restrictions across the country will continue 

 Selection of poor-performing contractors is among the key issues facing the Water and 

Sanitation Department according to a report by the Auditor-General Kimi Makwetu. 

 Report by Auditor-General Kimi Makwetu shows that late payments to contractors tasked 

with providing water infrastructure has resulted in increased costs for the Department of 

Water and Sanitation 

 Stage three water restrictions looming in Durban as drought takes its toll 

 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that the improvements in 

dam levels within the Vaal River system had little to do with the recent rains but were rather 

down to other sources that feed into the system 

 United Nations announces that the world’s momentum behind the implementation of the 

Paris Climate Change Agreement is unstoppable 

 Durban metro urges residents not to panic and stockpile water as temperatures soar amid 

drought 

 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that it would take up to three 

years for South Africa to recover from the devastating drought 

 A new mobile phone application is currently under development at the I-CAN Centre, which 

will notify South African users of water consumption issues and encourage them to be more 

conscientious about saving water 

 Minister of Water and Sanitation Nomvula Mokonyane has directed her department to review 

its free water provision policy for indigent households in South Africa, as the burden on 

subsidised state services piles up and funds for delivery become scarce 

 Department of Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane could be summonsed to 

Parliament if her department does not intervene in an unfinished water infrastructure project 

in Kgetlengrivier Local Municipality that has left some residents without water 

 Drought-affected municipalities across KwaZulu-Natal warned of more severe water 

restrictions 



 Western Cape Facebook group on a mission to save water as drought crisis deepens in the 

province 

 South Africa’s water quality falls sharply, forcing the Department of Water and Sanitation to 

consider revoking the water licences of some municipalities as the Blue Drop ratings of six of 

the country’s nine provinces declined substantially between 2012 and 2014 

 JSE firms in paucity of data on water use as only one-third of listed companies provide 

shareholders with details of their water consumption despite the severe water restrictions 

across South Africa due to the persistent drought 

 Overall water bill for Cape Town households increases by more than R250 million over the last 

12 months despite calls to save water 

 Water supply disruptions in KwaZulu-Natal municipalities as South Africa’s ailing water 

infrastructure is placed under immense pressure as the drought persist 

 Harsher water restrictions approved for Cape Town amid critically low dam levels as drought 

bites 

1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Retrenchments in South Africa’s mining industry on the rise amid slow economic growth  

On 20 January, SABC News reported that a new wave of retrenchments is underway in the mining 

industry.1 

1.1.2 South Africa’s poultry importers argue that they deserve more support from all stakeholders as 

the crisis in the domestic chicken industry deepens 

On 22 January, City Press reported that South Africa’s chicken importers believe that they and the cheap 

cuts they provide to a predominantly black and poor market are being given a raw deal.2 

1.1.3 Social Development Minister Bathabile Dlamini faces R248m claim and an interdict as concerns 

rise on the possible disruption of the social grant disbursement to South Africa’s poor households 

On 22 January, City Press reported that Social Development Minister Bathabile Dlamini is facing a legal 

suit of up to R248 million if a 15-year-old dispute over South Africa’s social grant system is not resolved.3 

                                                 
1 Retrenchments in SA’s mining industry on the rise, SABC News, 20 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/d97ca5804fc54b7ba6f8be56448ba7d5/Retrenchments-in-SA’s-mining-industry-on-the-rise- -20172001 

2 Poultry importers cry foul, Paddy Harper, City Press, 22 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/poultry-importers-cry-foul-20170120 

3 Dlamini faces R248m claim and an interdict, Setumo Stone, City Press, 22 January 2017, http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/dlamini-

faces-r248m-claim-and-an-interdict-20170121 



1.1.4 South Africa’s Department of Trade and Industry and the poultry industry hold crisis meeting as 

the domestic chicken industry faces collapse  

On 22 January, Sunday Tribune reported that the Department of Trade and Industry convened a meeting 

with various stakeholders this week to pluck the poultry industry out of its present crisis.4  

1.1.5 Inflation hit South African households hard as food prices soar 

On 23 January, Money Web reported that inflation has reared its ugly head and most South Africans will 

not be experiencing anything close to the 6% reported by Stats SA.5 

1.1.6 Farmers lose livestock as drought persist in the Free State province 

On 22 January, The New Age reported that despite welcome rains in recent weeks giving the impression 

that the impending drought may be a thing of the past, some farmers in the Free State continue to 

suffer and lose livestock.6 

1.1.7 Red meat, maize prices to remain high due to the persistent drought in South Africa 

On 23 January, News24 reported that a farmers' association says the impact of last year's drought will be 

felt by consumers until at least the end of this year. The African Farmers Association of South Africa 

(Afasa) on Monday told News24 that it would take months for the prices of maize and meat to go 

down.7  

1.1.8 Cosatu alarmed by the ongoing job losses in various economic sectors in South Africa amid slow 

growth 

On 23 January, ANA reported that the Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) on Monday said 

it was alarmed and deeply concerned by the ongoing jobs losses in a number of economic sectors.8 

1.1.9 South African Household Wealth continues to decline amid growing economic uncertainty 

On 24 January, IOL Business reported that the Momentum/Unisa South African Household Wealth index 

has continued to show a negative trend as it declined by 0.9 percent in the third quarter of 2016.9  

                                                 
4 Department, poultry industry tackle crisis, Mervyn Naidoo, Sunday Tribune, 22 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/companies/department-poultry-industry-tackle-crisis-7476984 

5 We’re easily 10% poorer than a year ago…, Hilton Tarrant, Money Web, 23 January 2017, http://citizen.co.za/business/business-

news/1405109/easily-10-poorer-year-ago/ 

6 Farm managers say rains do not produce feed for animals, Kamolego Seekoei, The New Age, 22 January 2017, 

http://www.thenewage.co.za/farm-managers-say-rains-do-not-produce-feed-for-animals/ 

7Red meat, maize prices to remain high due to drought, Chester Makana, News24 Correspondent, 23 January 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/red-meat-maize-prices-to-remain-high-due-to-drought-20170123 

8 Cosatu alarmed by the ongoing job losses, ANA Reporter, 23 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-report/cosatu-alarmed-by-the-

ongoing-job-losses-7485176 



1.1.10 S&P Global Ratings expects South Africa’s house prices to be stagnant for this year as the 

economy struggles 

On 24 January, IOL Business reported that S&P Global Ratings is projecting muted nominal house price 

growth of 5.5 percent in South Africa for this year.10  

1.1.11 South African consumers sell personal belongings to pay off festive debt amid growing 

unemployment and slow growth 

On 23 January, SABC News reported that cash converter companies are having their hands full with 

consumers selling personal belongings after excessive spending over the festive period.11 

1.1.12 Stock theft in South Africa reaching cataclysmic proportions, increasing burden on farmers 

already struggling amid the persistent drought 

On 23 January, SABC News reported that stock theft in South Africa is reaching cataclysmic proportions 

and the National Stock Theft Prevention Forum says a special police unit is failing to manage situation.12 

1.1.13 South African Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago announces that the repo rate will 

remain unchanged at 7% 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that South African Reserve Bank (Sarb) governor Lesetja 

Kganyago has announced that the repo rate will remain unchanged at 7%.13 

1.1.14 Residents hail EFF for free stands in Limpopo as South Africa’s land crisis festers 

On 24 January, Sowetan Live reported that about 2000 people have been "given" free stands since a 

land grab campaign backed by the EFF started in a Limpopo town on Thursday.14 

1.1.15 South Africa’s Reserve Bank revises growth outlook to 1.1% as the overall outlook remains 

weak 

                                                                                                                                                             
9 Wealth continues to decline, Sandile Mchunu, IOL Business Report, 24 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/wealth-

continues-to-decline-7489914 

10 S&P expects house prices to be stagnant, Roy Cokayne, IOL Business Report, 24 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/economy/sp-expects-house-prices-to-be-stagnant-7489580 

11 Consumers sell personal belongings to pay off festive debt, SABC News, 23 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/09b4b2804fce50308e68be56448ba7d5/Consumers-sell-personal-belongings-to-pay-off-festive-debt-20172301 

12 Stock theft reaching cataclysmic proportions, Bafedile Moerane, SABC News, 23 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/f7d08a004fce0b7cad2ebf56448ba7d5/Stock-theft-reaching-cataclysmic-proportions-20172301 

13 Reserve Bank leaves repo rate unchanged at 7%, Eyewitness News, Eyewitness News, 24 January 2014, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/24/reserve-bank-leaves-repo-rate-unchanged-at-7 

14 Residents hail EFF for free stands, Zoë Mahopo, Sowetan Live, 24 January 2017, http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/01/24/residents-

hail-eff-for-free-stands 



On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that the Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago says the 

bank has revised the country's growth outlook to 1.1%, as the overall outlook remains weak.15 

1.1.16 Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago tells South African motorists to expect another fuel 

price increase next month 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that Reserve Bank Governor Lesetja Kganyago says despite 

the price of Brent crude oil stabilising, motorists can expect another fuel price increase next month.16 

1.1.17 South Africans lower their inflation expectations for 2017 from 6.0% in the third quarter to 

5.8% in the fourth quarter 

On 24 January, TMG Digital reported that average inflation expectations for 2017 declined from 6.0% in 

the third quarter to 5.8% in the fourth quarter‚ the Bureau for Economic Research (BER) said.17 

1.1.18 Workers’ organization Nkuzi Development Association argues that the claims of brutality and 

killing of white farmers in South Africa is hollow and unfounded 

On 24 January, The New Age reported that an organisation representing farm workers has dismissed 

claims by organisations like Afriforum and Transvaal Agricultural Union of South Africa (TauSA) that 

white framers in the country are under siege.18 

1.1.19 South Africa sees opportunities to sell more of its agricultural produce to the UK under a post-

Brexit trade agreement 

On 25 January, Bloomberg reported that South Africa sees opportunities to sell more of its agricultural 

produce to the UK under a post-Brexit trade agreement, Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies said.19 

1.1.20 Front National (SA) slams EFF’s call to occupy land on April 6 as part of its strategy to highlight 

the urgent need for South Africa to resolve the land question by expropriating land without 

compensation for equal redistribution 

On 25 January, TMG Digital reported that an EFF statement‚ released on Monday after the party’s 

national plenum‚ said that as part of its national programme of action."20 

                                                 
15 SARB revises growth outlook to 1.1%, Ray White, Eyewitness News, 24 January 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/24/sarb-revises-growth-

outlook-to-1-1 

16 Expect hike in fuel price, Kganyago tells motorists, Ray White, Eyewitness News, 24 January 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/24/expect-hike-

in-fuel-price-kganyago-tells-motorists 

17 South Africans lower their inflation expectations for 2017, TMG Digital, 24 January 2017, 

http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2017/01/24/South-Africans-lower-their-inflation-expectations-for-20171 

18 White farmers not under siege by workers’, Dikeledi Ramabopa, The New Age, 24 January 2017, http://www.thenewage.co.za/white-

farmers-not-under-siege-by-workers/ 

19 SA seeks agriculture boost, Kevin Crowley, Bloomberg, 25 January 2017,http://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/sa-seeks-agriculture-

boost-7501233 



1.1.21 Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies announces that import of cheap chicken pieces put 

South Africa’s chicken sector in distress, but the Europe Union disagrees with this narrative 

On 25 January, Business Day reported that SA must defend its chicken farmers from an influx of 

imported dark meat from Europe or face the collapse of the local industry, according to Trade and 

Industry Minister Rob Davies.21 

1.1.22 Tomato farmers in Limpopo suffers another major blow as crops have been damaged by moths 

which are threatening their harvest amid drought 

On 25 January, News24 reported that tomato farmers in Limpopo have again suffered a major blow as 

crops have been damaged by moths which are threatening their harvest.22 

1.1.23 An expected increase in the fuel price and the likely resultant hike in the prices of goods is 

going to severely impact the more than half of all South Africans who are three months or more 

behind in their debt repayments 

On 25 January, Fin24 reported that an expected increase in the fuel price and the likely resultant hike in 

the prices of goods, because of the heavy reliance on road transport, will create a toxic mix that is going 

to severely impact the more than half of all South Africans who are three months or more behind in 

their debt repayments.23 

1.1.24 South African farmers and labour unions say the European Union is selling chicken legs, thighs 

and wings at below cost, threatening local companies and jobs as the chicken fight rocks SA’s trade 

relations with Europe 

On January, Fin24 reported that South African farmers and labour unions say the European Union is 

selling chicken legs, thighs and wings at below cost, threatening local companies and jobs.24 

1.1.25 South Africa drops two places in its rankings on The Economist democracy index amid growing 

political and economic uncertainty 

                                                                                                                                                             
20 Front National (SA) slams Malema’s call to occupy land on April 6, Staff Writer, TMG Digital, 25 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-01-25-front-national-sa-slams-malemas-call-to-occupy-land-on-april-6/ 

21 Imports put SA’s chicken sector in distress, but Europe disagrees, Kevin Crowley, Business Day, 25 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/business-and-economy/2017-01-25-imports-put-sas-chicken-sector-in-distress-but-europe-disagrees/ 

22 Moths threatening Limpopo tomato crops, Chester Makana, News24 Correspondent, 25 January 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/moths-threatening-limpopo-tomato-crops-20170125 

23 Fuel price hike will create toxic mix - debt expert, Carin Smith, Fin24, 25 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/fuel-price-hike-will-

create-toxic-mix-debt-expert-20170125 

24 Chicken fight rocks SA’s trade relations with Europe, Kevin Crowley and Thomas Seal, Fin24, 26 January 2017, 

http://www.fin24.com/Companies/Agribusiness/chicken-fight-rocks-sas-trade-relations-with-europe-20170126 



On 26 January, Fin24 reported that South Africa dropped two places in its ranking on The Economist’s 

latest democracy index.25 

1.1.26 Farm and factory gate inflation accelerated to 7.1% in December as food prices surge as meat 

prices rose 3.7% over the month and 10.2% over the year while the highest annual inflation was 

recorded for sugar, which rose 18.7% over the year 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that Farm and factory gate inflation accelerated to 7.1% in 

December, dashing the hope it would remain at November’s 6.9%.26  

1.1.27 South Africa steel production fell by 4.3% to 6.141-million tonnes in 2016 as the economy 

struggles 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that South African steel production fell by 4.2% in 2016 to an 

estimated 6.141-million tonnes, according to the World Steel Association.27 

1.1.28 Some stakeholders in South Africa’s ailing chicken industry argue that higher import duties will 

not fix all the poultry sector’s problems 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that industry needs to improve cost efficiencies and tackle value-

chain dominance by large firms.28 

1.1.29 Role players in South Africa’s poultry sector argue that the country must shut down dumped 

chicken imports to prevent industry collapse 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that local poultry producers are efficient and world-class but 

cannot compete in an unfair environment.29 

1.1.30 Bleak future for 1,350 axed Rainbow Chicken workers as the poultry sector crisis deepens 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that devastated workers at Rainbow Chicken’s Hammarsdale 

factory in KwaZulu-Natal face jobless future.30 

                                                 
25 SA drops 2 places on democracy index, Lameez Omarje, Fin24, 26 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/sa-drops-2-places-on-

democracy-index-20170126 

26 PPI accelerates in December, Robert Laing, Business Day, 26 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-26-ppi-

accelerates-in-december/ 

27 SA steel production fell by 4.3% to 6.141-million tonnes in 2016, Dominic Preuss, Business Day, 26 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-26-sa-steel-production-fell-by-43-to-6141-million-tonnes-in-2016/ 

28 Higher import duties will not fix all the poultry sector’s problems, Hardin Ratshisusu, Business Day, 26 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2017-01-26-higher-import-duties-will-not-fix-all-the-poultry-sectors-problems/ 

29 SA must shut down dumped chicken imports to prevent industry collapse, Agmat Brinkhuis, Scott Pitman and Katishi Masemola, Business 

Day, 26 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2017-01-26-sa-must-shut-down-dumped-chicken-imports-to-prevent-

industry-collapse/ 



1.1.31 Political infighting, the dire state of the labour market and the potential effect of US President 

Donald Trump’s protectionist policies will weigh on SA’s economic growth, according to a new report 

by FocusEconomics 

On 25 January, Business Day reported that political infighting, the dire state of the labour market and 

the potential effect of US President Donald Trump’s protectionist policies will weigh on SA’s economic 

growth, according to a new report by FocusEconomics.31 

1.1.32 South Africa issues permits to allow total imports of 1.3-million metric tonnes of genetically 

modified (GM) maize from the United States as the drought crisis deepens  

On 26 January, Bloomberg reported that SA issued permits to allow total imports of 1.3-million metric 

tonnes of genetically modified (GM) maize from the US since allowing entry of the grain for the first time 

in December after the worst drought since records began in 1904.32 

1.1.33 South Africa must defend its chicken farmers from an influx of imported dark meat from 

Europe or face the collapse of the local industry, according to Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies 

On 26 January, Bloomberg reported that South Africa must defend its chicken farmers from an influx of 

imported dark meat from Europe or face the collapse of the local industry, Trade and Industry Minister 

Rob Davies said this week.33 

1.1.34 South Africa will continue maize imports as the country’s maize stock levels remain very tight 

amid the severe drought 

On 26 January, IOL Business reported that South Africa's maize stock levels remain very tight, making it 

likely the country will have to continue importing the commodity.34 

1.1.35 Stilbaai Business Chamber has launched an emergency fund to assist farmers who lost crops 

and property in devastating Cape fires 

On 26 January, Eyewitness News reported that the Stilbaai Business Chamber has launched an 

emergency fund to assist farmers who lost crops & property in devastating fires.35 

                                                                                                                                                             
30 Bleak future for 1,350 axed Rainbow workers, Nce Mkhize, Business Day, 26 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/labour/2017-01-26-bleak-future-for-1350-axed-rainbow-workers/ 

31 Political infighting hobbles SA growth, says report, Bekezela Phakati, Business Day, 25 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-25-political-infighting-hobbles-sa-growth-says-report/ 

32 Permits issued to allow for first imports of GM maize from the US, Bloomberg, 26 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/business-

and-economy/2017-01-26-permits-issued-to-allow-for-first-imports-of-gm-maize-from-the-us/ 

33 Chicken farmers at risk – Davies, Bloomberg, 26 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/chicken-farmers-at-risk---

davies-7509584 

34 SA will continue maize imports, Sandile Mchunu, IOL Business Report, 26 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/markets/commodities/sa-will-continue-maize-imports-7509400 



1.1.36 ANC leadership battle a risk to South Africa’s economy, according to financial services company 

Credit Suisse 

On 26 January, Fin24 reported that the year 2017 will most likely be dominated by rising political 

tensions ahead for South Africa, says financial services company Credit Suisse.36 

1.1.37 South Africa ranked amongst countries with serious corruption problem 

On 26 January, SABC News reported that SA ranked amongst countries with serious corruption 

problem.37 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 Cape Town water crisis deepens as dam levels remains critically and water use remains high 

On 20 January, Cape Argus reports that level 3b water restrictions – the highest level yet – are on the 

horizon as the City of Cape Town scrambles to find ways to curb excessive water use amid diminishing 

dam levels which, at 42.5%, are critically low.38 

1.2.2 Taps running dry in eThekwini metro as Umgeni Water reduce water supply as drought persist in 

South Africa 

On 21 January, SABC News reported that taps in various parts of the eThekwini metro have been 

running dry after the Department of Water and Sanitation ordered Umgeni Water to cut water supply by 

15 % after the festive season due to the ongoing drought.39  

1.2.3 Fist fights for water erupt in KwaZulu-Natal amid severe drought in South Africa 

On 23 January, Times Live reported that in Vryheid, northern KwaZulu-Natal, water is so valuable that 

people are having fist fights over it. In this town of 211 000, a story is playing out of how things fall apart 

                                                                                                                                                             
35 Cape Fires: Emergency fund launched to assist farmers, Xolani Koyana, Eyewitness News, 26 January 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/26/cape-fires-emergency-fund-launched-to-assist-farmers 

36 ANC leadership battle a risk to SA economy - Credit Suisse, Lameez Omarjee, Fin24, 26 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/anc-

leadership-battle-a-risk-to-sa-economy-credit-suisse-20170126 

37 "SA ranked amongst countries with serious corruption problem", SABC News, 26 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/73d65c004fd69e569482be56448ba7d5/SA-ranked-amongst-countries-with-serious-corruption-problem-

20172601 

38 Taps will not run dry in 100 days - Cape officials, Siyabonga Sesant and Okuhle Hlati, Cape Argus, 20 January 2017, 

http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/taps-will-not-run-dry-in-100-days---cape-officials-7459739 

39 Taps running dry in eThekwini metro, SABC News, 21 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/4ee8a7804fc80e968ccbbe56448ba7d5/Taps-running-dry-in-eThekwini-metro-20172101Taps-running-dry-in-

eThekwini-metro-20172101 



when the water dries up. And, as parts of South Africa wilt under a crippling drought, the story that 

Vryheid has to tell is not pretty.40 

1.2.4 Cape Town’s top 20 000 water wasters will be put under pressure to reduce consumption as the 

levels of dams supplying the city continue to drop as drought ravages Western Cape 

On 23 January, News24 reported that Cape Town’s top 20 000 water users will be put under pressure to 

reduce consumption as the levels of dams supplying the city continue to drop, the city said on 

Monday.41 

1.2.5 Western Cape water shortage worsens as the Department of Water and Sanitation on Monday 

disclosing dam levels had dropped below 40%. 

On 24 January, Cape Argus reported that the severe water shortage in the Western Cape has worsened 

with the Department of Water and Sanitation on Monday disclosing dam levels had dropped below 

40%.42 

1.2.6 Northern Cape prays for rain amid severe water shortage 

On 22 January, IOL News reported that towns in the Hantam local municipality of the Northern Cape, are 

facing a severe water shortage.43 

1.2.7 Cape Town water restrictions put golf clubs in the rough as the drought bites 

On 23 January, Cape Times reported that while the City of Cape Town considers tighter water 

restrictions, golf clubs say they have taken strain as the drought begins to bite.44 

1.2.8 South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Department announces that there's still a long way to go 

before dam levels reach normal capacity as Western Cape dams continue to dry up due to drought 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that while the South African Weather Service has forecast 

more rain for other parts of the country this week, the Water and Sanitation Department says there's 

still a long way to go before dam levels reach normal capacity.45 
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1.2.9 Department of Water and Sanitation emphasizes that South Africa is still facing drought, 

therefore water restrictions across the country will continue 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that the Water and Sanitation Department says although 

rainfall in the past few months has assisted in filling up dams, South Africa remains in a drought situation 

and water restrictions across the country will continue.46 

1.2.10 Selection of poor-performing contractors is among the key issues facing the Water and 

Sanitation Department according to a report by the Auditor-General Kimi Makwetu. 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that the selection of poor-performing contractors is among 

the key issues facing the Water and Sanitation Department. That's according to a report by the Auditor-

General Kimi Makwetu.47 

1.2.11 Report by Auditor-General Kimi Makwetu shows that late payments to contractors tasked with 

providing water infrastructure has resulted in increased costs for the Department of Water and 

Sanitation 

On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that a report by Auditor-General Kimi Makwetu shows that 

late payments to contractors tasked with providing water infrastructure has resulted in increased costs. 

This is one of the issues facing the Water and Sanitation Department.48 

1.2.12 Stage three water restrictions looming in Durban as drought takes its toll 

On 24 January, Highway Mail reported that with the threat of stage three water restrictions looming 

over the city of Durban, the municipality has yet again appealed to the public to use water sparingly.49  

1.2.13 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that the improvements in dam 

levels within the Vaal River system had little to do with the recent rains but were rather down to 

other sources that feed into the system 
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On 24 January, Eyewitness News reported that Water Minister Nomvula Mokonyane says the 

improvements in dam levels within the Vaal River system, which mainly services Gauteng, had little to 

do with the recent rains but were rather down to other sources that feed into the system.50 

1.2.14 United Nations announces that the world’s momentum behind the implementation of the Paris 

Climate Change Agreement is unstoppable 

On 25 January, SABC News reported that the United Nations says the world’s momentum behind the 

implementation of the Paris Climate Change Agreement is unstoppable.51 

1.2.15 Durban metro urges residents not to panic and stockpile water as temperatures soar amid 

drought 

On 25 January, TMG digital/The Times reported that with temperatures soaring this week and water 

restrictions being tightened‚ it is easy to see why Durban residents would be tempted to stockpile 

water.52 

1.2.16 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that it would take up to three 

years for South Africa to recover from the devastating drought 

On 24 January, The New Age reported that Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane said it 

would take up to three years for the country to recover from the devastating drought.53 

1.2.17 A new mobile phone application is currently under development at the I-CAN Centre, which will 

notify South African users of water consumption issues and encourage them to be more conscientious 

about saving water 

On 25 January, Cape Times reported that saving water is a new mobile phone application currently 

under development at the I-CAN Centre, which will notify users of water consumption issues and 

encourage them to be more conscientious about saving water.54 
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1.2.18 Minister of Water and Sanitation Nomvula Mokonyane has directed her department to review 

its free water provision policy for indigent households in South Africa, as the burden on subsidised 

state services piles up and funds for delivery become scarce 

On 25 January, Business Day reported that Minister of Water and Sanitation Nomvula Mokonyane has 

directed her department to review its free water provision policy for indigent households, as the burden 

on subsidised state services piles up and funds for delivery become scarce.55  

1.2.19 Department of Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane could be summonsed to 

Parliament if her department does not intervene in an unfinished water infrastructure project in 

Kgetlengrivier Local Municipality that has left some residents without water 

On 25 January, News24 reported that the Department of Water and Sanitation could be summonsed to 

Parliament if it does not intervene in an unfinished water infrastructure project in Kgetlengrivier Local 

Municipality that has left some residents without water.56  

1.2.20 Drought-affected municipalities across KwaZulu-Natal warned of more severe water 

restrictions 

On 26 January, News24 reported that drought-affected municipalities across KwaZulu-Natal should 

prepare for more severe water restrictions, Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs (Cogta) 

MEC Nomusa Dube-Ncube said on Thursday.57  

1.2.21 Western Cape Facebook group on a mission to save water as drought crisis deepens in the 

province 

On 26 January, News24 reported that with the City of Cape Town set to intensify water restrictions, a 

Facebook group is on a mission to make every drop of water count.58 

1.2.22 South Africa’s water quality falls sharply, forcing the Department of Water and Sanitation to 

consider revoking the water licences of some municipalities as the Blue Drop ratings of six of the 

country’s nine provinces declined substantially between 2012 and 2014 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that water quality has deteriorated sharply, forcing the 

Department of Water and Sanitation to consider revoking the water licences of some municipalities.59  
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1.2.23 JSE firms in paucity of data on water use as only one-third of listed companies provide 

shareholders with details of their water consumption despite the severe water restrictions across 

South Africa due to the persistent drought 

On 26 January, Business Day reported that at present, only one-third of listed companies provide 

shareholders with details of their water consumption.60 

1.2.24 Overall water bill for Cape Town households increases by more than R250 million over the last 

12 months despite calls to save water 

On 26 January, Eyewitness News reported that the overall water bill for Cape Town households has 

increased by more than R250 million over the last 12 months despite calls to save water.61 

1.2.25 Water supply disruptions in KwaZulu-Natal municipalities as South Africa’s ailing water 

infrastructure is placed under immense pressure as the drought persist 

On 26 January, TNA reported that Water and Sanitation senior manager in Umsunduzi municipality 

Brenden Sivparsad has on Thursday confirmed the shutdown of water services in three municipalities in 

KwaZulu-Natal.62 

1.2.26 Harsher water restrictions approved for Cape Town amid critically low dam levels as drought 

bites 

On 26 January, News24 reported that the City of Cape Town approved stricter water restrictions in a full 

council meeting on Thursday, effective from February 1.63  
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2.0 Daily Infographics: WATER IS KEY TO LIFE ON EARTH BUT CLIMATE CHANGE IS 

THREATENING OUR FRESH WATER RESOURCES 

 

Figure 1. Water is key to life on our planet but climate change is threatening our fresh water resources (Source: 

FAO) 

 

3.0 Overall Assessment 

 The expected fuel price increase in February will hit the low income households hard, 

increasing their levels of food insecurity as food prices, including that of the staple food maize 

are expected to remain high due to the persistent drought; amid rising unemployment, 

increasing political uncertainty and slow growth in the country 

 South Africa is still facing drought, as water restrictions continue across the country with Free 

State, Western Cape and Northern Cape deeply affected, with projections that it would take 

the country up to three years to recover from the devastating drought. Therefore, South 

Africa is urged to urgently explore the accelerated use of its under-utilized groundwater 

resources 



 The review of the free water provision policy for indigent households in South Africa will make 

poor households more water insecure in the middle of a devastating drought. Therefore, the 

Department of Water and Sanitation is urged to defer the review of the free water provision 

to the post-drought period 

 Stock theft in South Africa surge amid reports that farmers are also losing livestock due to 

persistent drought, increasing burden on the struggling farmers. Therefore, government is 

urged to expand its drought relief to all categories of farmers 

 South Africa is urged to invest more in water quality management as the country’s water 

quality falls sharply in the Blue Drop ratings. The persistent drought will also inevitably affect 

water quality and create a wide range of public health problems for the country if no solid 

strategy is put in place to improve water quality management in South Africa 

 


