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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

 Consumers hit by petrol price increase of 29 cents per litre from 1 February  

 South Africa’s economy is struggling with rising inflation and stagnant economic growth 

 South Africa’s government announces measure to curb job losses in the ailing poultry sector 

 Hunger levels soar in South Africa as drought bites 

 Stats SA announces changes to Consumer Price Index basket, giving more weight to food items 

amid food price surge 

 Western Cape households richest in South Africa, reflecting the wealth pattern legacy of 

apartheid 

 South African households spend more on consumption expenditure amid spike in food and 

fuel prices  

 Food security in South Africa threatened by a stubborn drought and a massive fall army 

invasion 

 Instant noodles and frozen pizzas among products now in CPI basket amid devastating 

drought in South Africa that is pushing food prices up 

 Surge in meat and petrol prices in South Africa amid drought 

 South African farmers step up maize planting after initial good rain but drought conditions 

remain 

 South Africa’s Social Security Agency announces that there will be no social grant payment 

disruption on April 1 amid growing concern from poor household beneficiaries 



 Stats SA announce that white still earn more than blacks, reflecting the lack of economic 

transformation in South Africa 

 South Africa’s land crisis deepens as black and white people clash over land in Pretoria 

 South African consumers face another tough year amid fuel price increase and growing debt 

 South Africa's poultry industry on the verge of collapse as it battles with an influx of cheap 

chicken imports from the European Union and the United States 

 South Africa’s provincial governments to hold a crisis meeting following signs that a virulent 

pest attacking maize crops may have found its way to South Africa 

 A larvae outbreak which has damaged maize in South Africa's Limpopo and North West 

provinces is strongly suspected to be the invasive armyworm that has attacked crops in 

neighbouring countries 

 South Africa’s Trade and Industry department calls on all stakeholders to work together in 

resolving the crisis in the poultry industry 

 South African government urged by the ANC to buy ailing poultry farms in order to save jobs 

 South Africa’s Trade and Industry Department says the local poultry industry is in a crisis and 

that a range of policy interventions are needed 

 South Africa’s Automobile Association has urged motorists to save money where possible as 

more fuel price increases are possible in coming months amid slow growth and surge in food 

prices 

 South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries says if test results confirm 

that the armyworm has infiltrated South African maize crops it will have to bring in a new 

pesticide to deal with the scourge 

 Moody’s cites high youth unemployment and an unwillingness to reform state-owned 

enterprises as two challenges facing South Africa 

 South Africa’s new-vehicle sales figures improve after three years of decline 

 The South African Social Security Agency announces that it will approach the Constitutional 

Court to ask for permission to validate and extend the contract of a company it currently uses 

to pay social grants to millions of South Africans 

 Workers and managers in South Africa’s chicken industry march to the office of the European 

Union delegation, alleging their livelihoods are in jeopardy because of allegedly illegal 

dumping of EU chicken meat in the local market 



 The Association of Meat Importers and Exporters of South Africa has rejected claims that it is 

responsible for job losses and is now calling for an investigation into the local chicken industry 

 Moody’s warn that political infighting could result in a downgrade of South Africa’s sovereign 

rating 

 While there were fewer protests in South Africa in 2016 compared to 2015‚ the 137 protests 

last year were more violent than the average 

 South Africans amp up violence to get politicians to act on grievances as protest action in the 

country becomes violent nearly nine out of ten times 

 South African government announces that the armyworm attack on farms will be disastrous 

 South Africa’s Minister in the Presidency Jeff Radebe announces that the Cabinet lekgotla may 

address possible job losses in poultry industry 

 The Department of Trade and Industry is looking to the Land Bank to intervene in the 

deepening crisis in the poultry sector in South Africa 

 President of the Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa Kgosi Setlamorago Thobejane 

says he's resigned as an ANC Member of Parliament and from the ANC because the party has 

not given his people proper control over their land 

 City of Cape Town mayor Patricia de Lille has officially endorsed the Cape Argus’s water-saving 

campaign in its song ‘Drip Drop’ 

 ANC accuses Tshwane mayor Solly Msimanga for failing to act on EFF land invaders 

 The Office of the Public Protector and the Human Rights Commission have backed the 

Extension of Security of Tenure Amendment Bill, saying it will protect farm dwellers and 

workers’ rights 

 The Beverage Association of South Africa calls for regulation of sugar reduction, not sugar tax 

 South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is registering pesticides for 

use against the fall armyworm in the event that tests confirm the presence of the Central 

American pest in the country’s maize belt 

 South Africa’s Parliamentary Committee on Trade and International Relations has urged 

government to speedily deal with challenges in the poultry industry 

 Apple, pear crops in Western Cape pull through despite severe drought 



 South Africa’s property owners in the south of Johannesburg have until the end of Wednesday 

to make submissions to the Land Claims Commission following a claim of 1 377 properties as 

the country’s land crisis fester 

 Backyard dwellers in Khayelitsha’s Makhaza have clashed with police and the City of Cape 

Town’s law enforcement officers, demanding they be allowed to occupy two pieces of vacant 

land which belongs to the City 

 Pressure mounts for the government of South Africa to complete the stalling land reform 

programme 

 Daybreak Farms announces that 3,000 direct jobs would be negatively affected should imports 

of chicken portions continue 

 Weather SA announces that the recent rainfall in Cape Town is not enough to beat the 

drought affecting the city 

 Residents in three streets in Rocklands in Cape Town were left without water on Thursday 

after water meters were stolen and drains damaged 

 The City of Cape on Thursday approve Level 3B restrictions which further limits the watering 

of gardens and washing of cars 

 Cape Town golf courses & botanical gardens could have their exemptions revoked with the 

option to re-apply if the city decides to cancel 

 Large parts of Eastern Cape devastated by drought  

 North West residents exposed to contaminated water amid persistent drought 

 Despite the recent rain, drought is still a problem in South Africa and the public at large is 

urged to use water sparingly 

 Desalination, a long-term solution to Cape Town’s water problems, will not get off the ground 

anytime soon due to cost concerns 

 City of Cape Town announces that it plans to use millions of rand collected for excessive water 

usage to repair its ailing water infrastructure 

 Johannesburg has introduced water shedding in a number of suburbs with high water usage 

and on Friday Cape Town introduced stringent regulations 

 South Africa’s Department of Water Affairs has asked Limpopo residents to use water 

sparingly, as dams levels remained low 

 Durban schools fear effect of water cuts on children as South Africa drought crisis deepens 



 Water wastage continues to plague South Africa amid severe drought 

 City of Cape Town has urged residents to use boreholes and well points responsibly and 

sparingly as drought takes its toll 

 Cape Town residents who use large volumes of water have been warned to cut down their use 

or face hefty fines 

 Violence breaks out in the villages of Moretele Municipality over water at the weekend and a 

youngster is shot dead 

 Water scarcity in South Africa dominates 6th World Sustainability Forum discussions held in 

Cape Town 

 City of Cape Town announces that dam levels effectively at 29.2% as drought bites 

 Water crisis in Mpumalanga leaves civil servants searching for toilets 

 South Africa ranked one of the driest countries in the world amid severe drought 

 Vaal Dam goes up for the 11th consecutive week, however, the Department of Water and 

Sanitation reaffirms that South Africa is still in a drought 

 Cape Town dam levels less than 40%, despite the recent rains 

 Joburg Water warns residents living in high-lying areas to expect very little water at later 

times of the day due to throttling 

 Forecasters predict that the El Nino weather pattern could be back, so soon after leaving 

 A Cape Town car rental-company is doing its bit to conserve water by offering clients 

discounts to hire unwashed cars 

 Water consumption in the City of Cape Town is still 7 million litres above the daily usage 

target amid severe drought 

 Hotel offers bucket baths to help save water in Cape Town as persistent drought haunts the 

Western Cape Province 

 Water restrictions to continue countrywide as recent rains fail to make enough impact on the 

drought 

 Work resume on the R2.8bn Limpopo water project after the Department of Water and 

Sanitation agrees to pay Khato Civils the R256 million owed to the company  

 



1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Consumers hit by petrol price increase of 29 cents per litre from 1 February  

On 27 January, Fin24 reported that motorists should brace for a fuel price hike from 1 February.1  

1.1.2 South Africa’s economy is struggling with rising inflation and stagnant economic growth 

On 27 January, Fin24 reported that South Africa’s economy is faced with the worst of both worlds – a 

combination of rising inflation and stagnant GDP growth, which leaves little room for maneuverability, 

said André Roux, economics professor at the University of Stellenbosch Business School (USB).2 

1.1.3 South Africa’s government announces measure to curb job losses in the ailing poultry sector 

On 27 January, African News Agency reported that the Department of Trade and Industry (the dti) said 

on Friday that it had secured significant progress across a number of work-streams to develop a 

common response to the complex challenges facing the domestic poultry industry.3 

1.1.4 Hunger levels soar in South Africa as drought bites 

On 27 January, Independent Media reported that a Food Security and Nutrition Indaba held in Benoni on 

Friday expected to outline steps government will this year take to eradicate hunger in the country.4  

1.1.5 Stats SA announces changes to Consumer Price Index basket, giving more weight to food items 

amid food price surge 

On 27 January, Eyewitness News reported that Stats SA has announced changes to the consumer price 

index basket.5  

1.1.6 Western Cape households richest in South Africa, reflecting the wealth pattern legacy of 

apartheid 

On 27 January, Eyewitness News reported that on average Western Cape households are the richest in 

the country.6 

                                                 
1 Consumers hit by petrol price increase, Lameez Omarjee, Fin24, 27 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/petrol-price-to-go-up-

20170127 

2 SA economy the worst of both worlds – economist, Liesl Peyper, Fin24, 27 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/sa-economy-the-

worst-of-both-worlds-economist-20170127 

3 Government announces measures to curb poultry jobs bloodbath, Siphelele Dludla, African News Agency, 27 January 2017, 

http://www.iol.co.za/business-report/government-announces-measures-to-curb-poultry-jobs-bloodbath-7523475 

4 Number of hungry South Africans rising by millions, Noni Mokati, Independent Media, 27 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-

africa/gauteng/number-of-hungry-south-africans-rising-by-millions-7518331 

5 Stats SA announces changes to Consumer Price Index basket, Ziyanda Ngcobo, Eyewitness News, 27 January 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/27/stats-sa-announces-changes-to-consumer-price-index-basket 



1.1.7 South African households spend more on consumption expenditure amid spike in food and fuel 

prices  

On 27 January, TMG Digital/Times LIVE reported that South African households spent about R1.72-

trillion between October 2014 and October 2015‚ with an average household spending R103 293.7 

1.1.8 Food security in South Africa threatened by a stubborn drought and a massive fall army invasion 

On 27 January, Sowetan Live reported that South Africa should brace itself for a potential massive 

invasion of fall armyworms.8 

1.1.9 Instant noodles and frozen pizzas among products now in CPI basket amid devastating drought 

in South Africa that is pushing food prices up 

On 27 January, Business Day reported that the number of products and services in the consumer price 

index (CPI) basket has increased from 396 to 412, to include products such as instant noodles, frozen 

pizzas and pies, and ready-mixed flour products, Statistics SA announced on Friday.9 

1.10 Surge in meat and petrol prices in South Africa amid drought 

On 27 January, Business Day reported that the decline in food inflation may be offset by higher meat 

and petrol prices.10 

1.1.11 South African farmers step up maize planting after initial good rain but drought conditions 

remain 

On 26 January, Reuters reported that farmers planted almost a third more maize this season because of 

improved rain and other climate conditions, the state crop estimates committee said on Thursday.11 

1.1.12 South Africa’s Social Security Agency announces that there will be no social grant payment 

disruption on April 1 amid growing concern from poor household beneficiaries 

                                                                                                                                                             
6 Western Cape households richest in SA- Stats SA, Lindsay Dentlinger, Eyewitness News, 27 January 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/27/western-cape-households-richest-in-sa-stats-sa 

7 ‘Three out every four rands spent by SA households’ is on consumption expenditure, Sipho Mabena, TMG Digital/Times LIVE, 27 January 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/01/27/three-out-every-four-rands-spent-by-sa-households-is-on-consumption-expenditure 

8 SA braces for possible massive fall armyworm invasion, Kgaugelo Masweneng, Sowetan Live, 27 January 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/01/27/sa-braces-for-possible-massive-fall-armyworm-invasion 

9 Instant noodles and frozen pizzas among products now in CPI basket, Staff Writer, Business Day, 27 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-27-instant-noodles-and-frozen-pizzas-among-products-now-in-cpi-basket/ 

10 Low food prices to ease pain, Asha Speckman, Business Day, 27 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-27-low-

food-prices-to-ease-pain/ 

11 Farmers step up maize planting after good rain, Agency Staff, Reuters, 26 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-

01-26-farmers-step-up-maize-planting-after-good-rain/ 



On 27 January, News24 reported that social grant payments will not be disrupted when the social 

development department’s contract with Cash Paymaster Services ends on April 1, the SA Social Security 

Agency (Sassa) said on Friday.12 

1.1.13 Stats SA announce that white still earn more than blacks, reflecting the lack of economic 

transformation in South Africa 

On January, Reuters reported that black South Africans earned on average only about one-fifth as much 

as their white counterparts in 2015, according to data published by Statistics South Africa on Friday.13 

1.1.14 South Africa’s land crisis deepens as black and white people clash over land in Pretoria 

On 28 January, News24 reported that police are keeping a close eye on protests in Booysens in Pretoria 

after some members of the community started burning tyres and barricading roads on Saturday 

morning.14  

1.1.15 South African consumers face another tough year amid fuel price increase and growing debt 

On 28 January, Independent on Saturday reported that as another big petrol price increase looms, many 

families have started the New Year in debt, financial experts said.15 

1.1.16 South Africa's poultry industry on the verge of collapse as it battles with an influx of cheap 

chicken imports from the European Union and the United States 

On 28 January, eNCA reported that the poultry industry says it’s on the verge of collapse as it battles 

with an influx of cheap chicken imports being dumped by European Union countries and the United 

States.16 

1.1.17 South Africa’s provincial governments to hold a crisis meeting following signs that a virulent 

pest attacking maize crops may have found its way to South Africa 

On 29 January, Sunday Times Business reported that regional governments are to hold a crisis meeting in 

Johannesburg next month following signs that a virulent pest attacking maize crops may have found its 

way to South Africa.17  

                                                 
12 No grant payment disruption on April 1, Sassa promises, Mahlatse Gallens, News24, 27 January 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/no-grant-payment-disruption-on-april-1-sassa-promises-20170127 

13 Whites still earn more than blacks: Stats SA, Reuters, 27 January 2017, http://www.enca.com/south-africa/whites-still-earn-more-than-

blacks-stats-sa 

14 Black and white clash over land in Pretoria, Lizeka Tandwa, News24, 28 January 2017, http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/black-

and-white-clash-over-land-in-pretoria-20170128 

15 Consumers in for another hard year, Arthi Gopi, Independent on Saturday, 28 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/economy/consumers-in-for-another-hard-year-7541947 

16 SA's poultry industry on the verge of collapse, eNCA, 28 January 2017, http://www.enca.com/south-africa/sas-poultry-industry-on-the-verge-

of-collapse-0 



1.1.18 A larvae outbreak which has damaged maize in South Africa's Limpopo and North West 

provinces is strongly suspected to be the invasive armyworm that has attacked crops in neighbouring 

countries 

On 30 January, Reuters reported that a larvae outbreak which has damaged maize in South Africa's 

Limpopo and North West provinces is "strongly suspected" to be the invasive armyworm that has 

attacked crops in neighbouring countries, a scientist said on Monday.18 

1.1.19 South Africa’s Trade and Industry department calls on all stakeholders to work together in 

resolving the crisis in the poultry industry 

On 29 January, Sunday Tribune reported that poultry production had to be made profitable again to save 

jobs, Trade and Industry Minister Rob Davies said in an interview shortly after returning from SA-UK 

Brexit talks in London this week.19 

1.1.20 South African government urged by the ANC to buy ailing poultry farms in order to save jobs 

On 30 January, TMG Digital reported that the African National Congress national executive committee 

lekgotla is proposing that government buy poultry farms that are being forced to close down because of 

chicken imports.20  

1.1.21 ANC announces that land reform is key to South Africa’s economic transformation 

On 31 January, Fin24 reported that land reform is one of the key parts to the ANC’s strategy to ensure 

economic transformation, and an economist says it can have a positive impact on economic growth.21 

1.1.22 There has been a marked decrease in child mortality rates in South Africa, 

On 31 January, The New Age reported that there has been a marked decrease in child mortality rates in 

South Africa, the Institute of Race Relations (IRR) said, adding that this is indicative of improved child 

health in the country.22  

                                                                                                                                                             
17 'Biblical plague' stalks SA maize, Ray Ndlovu, Sunday Times Business, 29 January 2017, 

http://www.timeslive.co.za/sundaytimes/businesstimes/2017/01/29/Biblical-plague-stalks-SA-maize 

18 Pests in SA maize "strongly suspected" to be armyworms, Ed Stoddard, Reuters, 30 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/markets/commodities/pests-in-sa-maize-strongly-suspected-to-be-armyworms-7559604 

19 Work with us, minister tells chicken sector, Mervyn Naidoo, Sunday Tribune, 29 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/work-with-

us-minister-tells-chicken-sector-7548173 

20 ANC wants government to buy ailing poultry farms to help keep them afloat, TMG Digital, 30 January 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/01/30/anc-wants-government-to-buy-ailing-poultry-farms-to-help-keep-them-afloat 

21 Land reform key for SA’s economic transformation – ANC, Lameez Omarjee, Fin24, 31 January 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/land-

reform-key-for-sas-economic-transformation-anc-20170131-2 

22 Child mortality rates decrease in SA, Sisanda Madwantsi, The New Age, 31 January 2017,http://www.thenewage.co.za/child-mortality-rates-

decrease-in-sa/ 



1.1.23 EFF Mpumalanga leader Collen Sedibe and the party's provincial organiser Cyril Chuene have 

been released on bail after they were arrested for inciting the public to illegally occupy land 

On 31 January, Sowetan Live reported that EFF Mpumalanga leader Collen Sedibe and the party's 

provincial organiser Cyril Chuene have been released on bail after they were arrested for inciting the 

public to illegally occupy land.23 

1.1.24 South Africa’s persistent drought affecting grape harvest in terms of the size and volume of 

grapes 

On 30 January, SABC News reported that expert's in the wine industry say the ongoing drought has had a 

dramatic effect on the size and volume of grapes.24  

1.1.25 South Africa’s proposed sugar taxes could cost sector R1.4 billion 

On 31 January, African News Agency reported that South African formal businesses selling carbonated 

sugar drinks are estimated to suffer a R1.4 billion loss in revenue, should a "sugar tax" be implemented, 

National Treasury said on Tuesday.25  

1.1.26 Disposable salaries decline in South Africa amid drought and surge in food and fuel prices 

On 31 January, IOL Business reported that disposable salaries, adjusted for inflation, declined in 

December.26 

1.1.27 Health economist backs South Africa’s sugar tax proposal 

On 31 January, IOL Business reported that although the proposed tax on sugary drinks could impact jobs 

in the beverages industry, fewer South Africans would be affected by obesity which leads to chronic 

diseases such as diabetes.27 

1.1.28 South Africa’s Department of Health argues that the proposed sugar tax is a first step to 

curbing the rising trend of obesity in the country and to lessen the burden on the public health system 

                                                 
23 EFF leaders given bail for inciting land grab, Mandla Khoza, Sowetan Live, 31 January 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/01/31/eff-leaders-given-bail-for-inciting-land-grab 

24 Drought affecting grape harvest, Carmel Loggenberg- Roberts, SABC News, 30 January 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/d981fb804fe4191f848d85b6fc9b345f/Drought-affecting-grapes-harvest-20173001 

25 Sugar taxes could cost sector R1.4 billion, Andrea Chothia, African News Agency, 31 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/economy/sugar-taxes-could-cost-sector-r14-billion-7568273 

26 SAfricans are taking home less money than before, IOL Business Reporter, 31 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/careers/safricans-are-taking-home-less-money-than-before-7567507 

27 Health economist backs sugar tax proposal, Joseph Booysen, IOL Business Report, 31 January 2017, http://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/economy/health-economist-backs-sugar-tax-proposal-7566252 



On 31 January, Eyewitness News reported that the Department of Health says taxing sugar-sweetened 

drinks is essential as a first step to curbing the rising trend of obesity in South Africa and to lessen the 

burden on the public health system.28 

1.1.29 South African government establishes a task team to deal with the deepening crisis in the 

poultry industry 

On 30 January, South African Government News reported that the Department of Trade and Industry 

(dti) says the task team set up to deal with challenges in the domestic poultry industry has made 

progress since its inception.29 

1.1.30 South Africa recorded a trade surplus of R12.04bn in December, much larger than had been 

expected although growth remains slow 

On 31 January, Business Day reported that SA recorded a trade surplus of R12.04bn in December, much 

larger than had been expected.30 

1.1.31 Rainbow Chicken Foods struggles amid deepening crisis in the poultry industry and the 

persistent drought in South Africa 

On 31 January, Business Day reported that Rainbow Chicken Foods warned shareholders on Tuesday 

that its interim headline earnings halved.31 

1.1.32 Index shows less policy uncertainty during the last quarter of 2016 in South Africa 

On 31 January, Business Day reported that SA’s policy uncertainty score continued to improve during the 

last quarter of 2016, indicating that there was less uncertainty than before, an index compiled by North-

West University shows.32 

1.1.33 Clover refines milk plan amid devastating drought in South Africa 

On 31 January, Business Day reported that Clover has clarified its restructuring first announced in 

December, saying the price of raw milk will now be determined by the market.33 

                                                 
28  ‘Sugar tax will improve health of South Africans’, Lindsay Dentlinger, Eyewitness News, 31 January 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/01/31/sugar-tax-will-improve-health-of-south-africans 

29 Poultry task team making headway, South African Government News, 30 January 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/business/poultry-task-

team-making-headway 

30 SA’s trade surplus comes in much bigger than expected, Pericles Anetos, Business Day, 31 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-31-sas-trade-surplus-comes-in-much-bigger-than-expected/ 

31 Woes continue for RCL Foods as interim earnings halve, Robert Laing, Business Day, 31 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/retail-and-consumer/2017-01-31-woes-continue-for-rcl-foods-as-interim-earnings-halve/ 

32 Less policy uncertainty in SA, new index shows, Asha Speckman, Business Day, 31 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-01-31-less-policy-uncertainty-in-sa-new-index-shows/ 



1.1.14 South Africa’s poorest now pay an extra R300 for a basic food basket from a year ago as 

drought bites 

On 30 January, Business Day reported that the cost of a basic basket of food has risen 16.5% in January 

compared to January a year ago, with staples such as maize, samp and chicken pieces recording among 

the highest increases, the latest Pacsa monthly food price barometer shows.34  

1.1.15 As food prices soar in South Africa, the poor ditch healthy food for cheaper starch, fats and 

sugar 

On 31 January, City Press reported that the poor are dropping pricey healthy food such as high quality 

proteins, calcium and vegetables in favour of cheaper, unhealthy food, in order to make ends meet.35 

1.1.16 The South African government announces that it is too soon to panic on the potentially 

devastating armyworm invasion 

On 1 February, City Press reported that the Democratic Alliance has called for a disaster management 

plan to be implemented in light of the “potentially devastating armyworm invasion”, but the 

government says it’s too soon to panic.36 

1.1.17 The City of Ekurhuleni is set to launch a land occupation unit to address the surge in land 

invasions in the region 

On 1 February, News24 reported that the City of Ekurhuleni is set to launch a land occupation unit to 

address a growing scourge of land invasions in the region.37 

1.1.18 Absa Purchasing Managers' Index shows that South Africa’s manufacturing sector has started 

2017 off on solid footing 

On 1 February, Fin24 reported that the Absa Purchasing Managers' Index has edged above 50 for the 

first time since July 2016, suggesting the manufacturing sector started the year on a relatively solid 

footing.38 

                                                                                                                                                             
33 Clover refines milk plan, Mark Allix, Business Day, 31 January 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/retail-and-

consumer/2017-01-31-clover-refines-milk-plan/ 

34 The poorest now pay an extra R300 for a basic food basket from a year ago, Asha Speckman, Business Day, 30 January 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-01-30-the-poorest-now-pay-an-extra-r300-for-a-basic-food-basket-from-a-year-ago/ 

35 As prices rocket, the poor ditch healthy food for cheaper starch, fats and sugar, Avantika Seeth, City Press, 31 January 2017, http://city-

press.news24.com/News/as-prices-rocket-the-poor-ditch-healthy-food-for-cheaper-starch-fats-and-sugar-20170131 

36 ‘Too soon to panic’ – state on potentially devastating armyworm invasion, Ndileka Lujabe, City Press, 1 February 2017, http://city-

press.news24.com/News/too-soon-to-panic-state-on-potentially-devastating-armyworm-invasion-20170131 

37 Ekurhuleni to bolster fight against illegal land occupations, Tshidi Madia, News2, 1 February 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/ekurhuleni-to-bolster-fight-against-illegal-land-occupations-20170201 



1.1.19 The Food and Allied Workers' Union supports the South African government task team 

initiative to address the problems in the ailing poultry industry 

On 1 February, SABC News reported that the Food and Allied Workers' Union, Fawu is pleased that 

government has appointed a task team to look into the chicken dumping problem.39 

1.1.20 South Africa’s Treasury says that the proposed sugar tax is not meant to raise revenue but to 

promote health in the country 

On 31 January, African News Agency reported that the so-called "sugar tax" is not meant to be a 

revenue-raising instrument, but was intended as a "health promotion tool", MPs heard on Tuesday.40 

1.1.21 South Africa’s Trade and Industry Department says the local poultry industry is in a crisis and 

that a range of policy interventions are needed 

On 1 February, Eyewitness News reported that the Trade and Industry Department (DTI) says the local 

poultry industry is in a crisis and that a range of policy interventions are needed.41 

1.1.22 South Africa’s Automobile Association has urged motorists to save money where possible as 

more fuel price increases are possible in coming months amid slow growth and surge in food prices 

On 1 February, Eyewitness News reported that the Automobile Association has urged motorists to save 

money where possible as more fuel price increases are possible in coming months.42 

1.1.23 South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries says if test results confirm that 

the armyworm has infiltrated South African maize crops it will have to bring in a new pesticide to deal 

with the scourge 

On 1 February, Eyewitness News reported that the Agriculture Department says if test results confirm 

that the armyworm has infiltrated South African maize crops it will have to bring in a new pesticide to 

deal with the scourge.43 
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1.1.24 Moody’s cites high youth unemployment and an unwillingness to reform state-owned 

enterprises as two challenges facing South Africa 

On 1 February, Business Day reported that high youth unemployment and an unwillingness to reform 

state-owned enterprises were two concerns raised by ratings agency Moody’s in a credit opinion on SA 

released on Wednesday.44 

1.1.25 South Africa’s new-vehicle sales figures improve after three years of decline 

On 1 February, Business Day reported that after three years of decline, motor companies finally had 

cause to smile on Wednesday, as new-vehicle sales figures showed an upturn for January.45  

1.1.26 The South African Social Security Agency announces that it will approach the Constitutional 

Court to ask for permission to validate and extend the contract of a company it currently uses to pay 

social grants to millions of South Africans 

On 1 February, South African Government News reported that the South African Social Security Agency 

(SASSA) says it will approach the Constitutional Court to ask for permission to validate and extend the 

contract of a company it currently uses to pay grants to millions of South Africans.46 

1.1.27 Workers and managers in South Africa’s chicken industry march to the office of the European 

Union delegation, alleging their livelihoods are in jeopardy because of allegedly illegal dumping of EU 

chicken meat in the local market 

On 1 February, SABC News reported that workers and managers in South Africa’s chicken industry have 

marched to the office of the European Union delegation, alleging their livelihoods are in jeopardy 

because of allegedly illegal dumping of EU chicken meat in the local market.47 

1.1.28 The Association of Meat Importers and Exporters of South Africa has rejected claims that it is 

responsible for job losses and is now calling for an investigation into the local chicken industry 

On 1 February, Fin24 reported that the Association of Meat Importers and Exporters of SA (Amie) has 

rejected claims that it is responsible for job losses and is now calling for an investigation into the local 

chicken industry.48 
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1.1.29 Moody’s warn that political infighting could result in a downgrade of South Africa’s sovereign 

rating 

On 1 February, Fin24 reported that Moody’s warned on Wednesday that political infighting could result 

in a downgrade of South Africa’s sovereign rating.49  

1.1.30 While there were fewer protests in South Africa in 2016 compared to 2015‚ the 137 protests 

last year were more violent than the average 

On 1 February, TMG Digital/Times Live reported that figures released by local government data and 

intelligence organisation Municipal IQ on Wednesday showed that while there were fewer protests 

compared to 2015‚ the 137 protests last year were more violent than the average.50 

1.1.31 South Africans amp up violence to get politicians to act on grievances as protest action in the 

country becomes violent nearly nine out of ten times 

On 1 February, TMG Digital reported that protest action in South Africa becomes violent nearly nine out 

of ten times.51  

1.1.32 South African government announces that the armyworm attack on farms will be disastrous 

On 2 February, Fin24 reported that South African maize farms are suffering “extensive” damage from 

what appears to be an alien caterpillar that destroyed fields in other countries in the region, according 

to the government.52  

 1.1.33 South Africa’s Minister in the Presidency Jeff Radebe announces that the Cabinet lekgotla may 

address possible job losses in poultry industry 

On 2 February, Eyewitness News reported that as the poultry industry faces the possibility of mass job 

losses, Minister in the Presidency Jeff Radebe says the cabinet lekgotla may address the issue.53 
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1.1.34 The Department of Trade and Industry is looking to the Land Bank to intervene in the 

deepening crisis in the poultry sector in South Africa 

On 1 February, Eyewitness News reported that the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) is looking to 

the Land Bank to intervene in the deepening crisis in the poultry sector.54 

1.1.35 President of the Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa Kgosi Setlamorago Thobejane 

says he's resigned as an ANC Member of Parliament and from the ANC because the party has not 

given his people proper control over their land 

On 1 February, Eyewitness News reported that president of the Congress of Traditional Leaders of SA 

(Contralesa) Kgosi Setlamorago Thobejane says he's resigned as an African National Congress (ANC) 

Member of Parliament (MP) and from the ANC because the party has not given his people proper 

control over their land.55 

1.1.36 City of Cape Town mayor Patricia de Lille has officially endorsed the Cape Argus’s water-saving 

campaign in its song ‘Drip Drop’ 

On 2 February, Cape Argus reported that Mayor Patricia de Lille has officially endorsed the Cape Argus’s 

water-saving campaign in its song Drip Drop (The Cape Argus Shower Song). 56 

1.1.37 ANC accuses Tshwane mayor Solly Msimanga for failing to act on EFF land invaders 

On 31 January, African News Agency reported that Tshwane Mayor Solly Msimanga was unable to take 

any decisive action to halt ongoing illegal invaders who were taking up different portions of land across 

South Africa's capital city, African National Congress (ANC) Greater Tshwane regional chairperson 

Kgosientso Ramokgopa said on Tuesday.57 

1.1.38 The Office of the Public Protector and the Human Rights Commission have backed the 

Extension of Security of Tenure Amendment Bill, saying it will protect farm dwellers and workers’ 

rights 
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On 2 February, Business Day reported that the Office of the Public Protector and the Human Rights 

Commission, two of the country’s most prominent chapter nine institutions, have backed the Extension 

of Security of Tenure Amendment Bill, saying it will protect farm dwellers and workers’ rights.58 

1.1.39 The Beverage Association of South Africa calls for regulation of sugar reduction, not sugar tax 

On 2 February, ANA reported that the Beverage Association of South Africa (BevSA) said on Thursday 

that it remained convinced that the reduction of obesity rates in South Africa could be done without the 

negative impacts of taxation in the economy.59 

1.1.40 South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is registering pesticides for use 

against the fall armyworm in the event that tests confirm the presence of the Central American pest in 

the country’s maize belt 

On 2 February, Reuters reported that the agriculture ministry is registering pesticides for use against the 

fall armyworm in the event that tests confirm the presence of the Central American pest in the country’s 

maize belt, a spokesperson said on Thursday.60 

1.1.41 South Africa’s Parliamentary Committee on Trade and International Relations has urged 

government to speedily deal with challenges in the poultry industry 

On 2 February, Eyewitness News reported that the parliamentary committee on trade and international 

relations has urged government to speedily deal with challenges in the poultry industry.61 

1.1.42 Apple, pear crops in Western Cape pull through despite severe drought 

On 2 February, SABC News reported that the apple and pear crop in the Western Cape has pulled 

through despite the on-going, debilitating drought.62   

1.1.43 South Africa’s property owners in the south of Johannesburg have until the end of Wednesday 

to make submissions to the Land Claims Commission following a claim of 1 377 properties as the 

country’s land crisis fester 
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On 2 February, The Star reported that property owners in the south of Joburg have until the end of 

Wednesday to make submissions to the Land Claims Commission following a claim of 1 377 properties.63 

1.1.44 Backyard dwellers in Khayelitsha’s Makhaza have clashed with police and the City of Cape 

Town’s law enforcement officers, demanding they be allowed to occupy two pieces of vacant land 

which belongs to the City 

On 2 February, Cape Times reported that backyard dwellers in Khayelitsha’s Makhaza have clashed with 

police and the City’s law enforcement officers, demanding they be allowed to occupy two pieces of 

vacant land which belongs to the City.64  

 1.1.45 Pressure mounts for the government of South Africa to complete the stalling land reform 

programme 

On 3 February, Business Day reported that with the government under pressure to complete the land 

reform programme, Vumelana Advisory Fund has four potential scenarios.65 

1.1.46 Daybreak Farms announces that 3,000 direct jobs would be negatively affected should imports 

of chicken portions continue 

On 2 February, Business Day reported that the empowerment consortium that acquired Afgri’s loss-

making poultry division, Daybreak Farms, on Thursday said 3,000 direct jobs would be negatively 

affected should imports of chicken portions continue.66 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 Weather SA announces that the recent rainfall in Cape Town is not enough to beat the drought 

affecting the city 

On 27 January, News24 reported that the recent rainfall in Cape Town is not enough to beat the drought 

affecting the city, Weather SA said on Friday.67 
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1.2.2 Residents in three streets in Rocklands in Cape Town were left without water on Thursday after 

water meters were stolen and drains damaged 

Residents in three streets in Rocklands in Cape Town were left without water on Thursday after water 

meters were stolen and drains damaged.68 

1.2.3 The City of Cape on Thursday approve Level 3B restrictions which further limits the watering of 

gardens and washing of cars 

On 27 January, Eyewitness News reported that the City of Cape on Thursday approved Level 3B 

restrictions which further limits the watering of gardens and washing of cars.69 

1.2.4 Cape Town golf courses & botanical gardens could have their exemptions revoked with the 

option to re-apply if the city decides to cancel 

On 27 January, Eyewitness News reported that golf courses & botanical gardens could have their 

exemptions revoked with the option to re-apply if the city decides to cancel.70 

1.2.5 Large parts of Eastern Cape devastated by drought  

On 27 January, SABC News reported that the on-going drought has had a devastating impact on large 

parts of the Eastern Cape.71 

1.2.6 North West residents exposed to contaminated water amid persistent drought 

On 26 January, SABC News reported that residents of Itsoseng near Mahikeng in the North West 

province are crying foul over the suspected contamination of their local water supply.72 

1.2.7 Despite the recent rain, drought is still a problem in South Africa and the public at large is urged 

to use water sparingly 

On 27 January, The New Age reported that despite the recent rain, drought is still a problem in the 

country and the public at large is urged to use water sparingly.73 
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1.2.8 Desalination, a long-term solution to Cape Town’s water problems, will not get off the ground 

anytime soon due to cost concerns 

On 27 January, Business Day reported that desalination, a long-term solution to Cape Town’s water 

problems, will not get off the ground anytime soon due to cost concerns, the city says.74  

1.2.9 City of Cape Town announces that it plans to use millions of rand collected for excessive water 

usage to repair its ailing water infrastructure 

On 28 January, Eyewitness News reported that the City of Cape Town says it plans to use millions of rand 

collected for excessive water usage to repair its ailing water infrastructure.75 

1.2.10 Johannesburg has introduced water shedding in a number of suburbs with high water usage 

and on Friday Cape Town introduced stringent regulations 

On 28 January, TMG Digital reported that Johannesburg has introduced water shedding in a number of 

suburbs with high water usage and on Friday Cape Town has introduced stringent regulations.76 

1.2.11 South Africa’s Department of Water Affairs has asked Limpopo residents to use water 

sparingly, as dams levels remained low 

On 28 January, News24 reported that the Department of Water Affairs has asked Limpopo residents to 

use water sparingly, as dams levels remained low.77  

1.2.12 Durban schools fear effect of water cuts on children as South Africa drought crisis deepens 

On 28 January, eNCA reported that while KZN municipalities brace for intensified water restrictions, 

schools in Durban are concerned about the effect it will have on classes.78 

1.2.13 Water wastage continues to plague South Africa amid severe drought 

On 28 January, Eyewitness News reported that residents in one of the biggest water-guzzling areas in 

Cape Town say not enough people are doing their part to save water.79 
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1.2.14 City of Cape Town has urged residents to use boreholes and well points responsibly and 

sparingly as drought takes its toll 

On 29 January, eNCA reported that the City of Cape Town has urged residents to use boreholes and well 

points responsibly and sparingly.80 

1.2.15 Cape Town residents who use large volumes of water have been warned to cut down their use 

or face hefty fines 

On 29 January, Eyewitness News reported that Capetonians who use large volumes of water have been 

warned to cut down their use or face hefty fines.81 

1.2.16 Violence breaks out in the villages of Moretele Municipality over water at the weekend and a 

youngster is shot dead 

On 30 January, TMG Digital/Times Live reported that violence broke out in the villages of Moretele 

municipality over water at the weekend and a youngster was shot dead.82  

1.2.17 Water scarcity in South Africa dominates 6th World Sustainability Forum discussions held in 

Cape Town 

On 29 January, SABC News reported that water scarcity has dominated discussions at the 6th World 

Sustainability Forum being held in Cape Town.83  

1.2.18 City of Cape Town announces that dam levels effectively at 29.2% as drought bites 

On 30 January, News24 reported that the City of Cape Town said in a statement on Monday that the 

amount of water it has access to is less than the dam levels reported because of the difficulty in 

extracting the last 10% of water in dams.84   

1.2.19 Water crisis in Mpumalanga leaves civil servants searching for toilets 
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On 30 January, News24 reported that a water crisis at the social development department in Pienaar, 

Mpumalanga, has forced employees to leave the building to find working toilets.85 

1.2.20 South Africa ranked one of the driest countries in the world amid severe drought 

On 31 January, The Star reported that as South Africa continues to grapple with the drought, the country 

and its citizens need to realise that water quality is central to economic development, says Andile 

Tshona, a communication specialist at the Department of Water and Sanitation.86 

1.2.21 Vaal Dam goes up for the 11th consecutive week, however, the Department of Water and 

Sanitation reaffirms that South Africa is still in a drought 

On 31 January, The Star reported that the Vaal Dam has gone up for the 11th consecutive week, 

however, the Department of Water and Sanitation has made it clear that South Africa is still in a 

drought.87 

1.2.22 Cape Town dam levels less than 40%, despite the recent rains 

On 31 January, eNCA reported that Cape Town's dam levels have dropped in the past week, despite the 

recent rains.88 

1.2.23 Joburg Water warns residents living in high-lying areas to expect very little water at later times 

of the day due to throttling 

On 31 January, Eyewitness News reported that Joburg Water has warned residents living in high-lying 

areas to expect very little water at later times of the day due to throttling.89 

1.2.24 Forecasters predict that the El Nino weather pattern could be back, so soon after leaving 

On 31 January, Business Day reported that less than a year after the world said goodbye to one of the 

strongest El Ninos on record, forecasters are predicting the weather pattern may make a comeback.90 
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1.2.25 A Cape Town car rental-company is doing its bit to conserve water by offering clients discounts 

to hire unwashed cars 

On 31 January, TMG Digital reported that a Cape Town car rental company is doing its bit to conserve 

water by offering clients discounts to hire unwashed cars.91 

1.2.26 Water consumption in the City of Cape Town is still 7 million litres above the daily usage target 

amid severe drought 

On 31 January, TNA reported that water consumption in the City of Cape Town is still 7 million litres 

above the daily usage target, the City said on Tuesday.92 

1.2.27 Hotel offers bucket baths to help save water in Cape Town as persistent drought haunts the 

Western Cape Province 

On 1 February, Cape Times reported that as harsher water restrictions come into effect in Cape Town on 

Wednesday – the hospitality industry, malls and gyms have risen to the challenge to conserve water.93 

1.2.28 Water restrictions to continue countrywide as recent rains fail to make enough impact on the 

drought 

On 1 February, South African Government News reported that with the recent rains across the country 

not making enough impact on the drought, water restrictions will continue, says the Department of 

Water and Sanitation.94  

1.2.29 Work resume on the R2.8bn Limpopo water project after the Department of Water and 

Sanitation agrees to pay Khato Civils the R256 million owed to the company  

On 3 February, The Citizen reported that work resumed on the controversial project after the 

department agreed to pay Khato Civils the R256 million owed to the company.95  
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2.0 Daily Infographics: 

 

Figure 1. Drought continues to haunt South Africa as food and water insecurity increases (Source: isciences) 

3.0 Overall Assessment 

 The persistent drought in South Africa is increasing the levels of food and water insecurity in 

the country especially amongst low income households 

 The social grant debacle requires urgent action from the government because it put the food 

security of millions of poor people in South Africa at risk 

 The government of South Africa is urged to finalize the national food plan in order to 

institutionalize a coherent food security strategy for the country amid the persistent drought 

 Land reform need to be prioritized in South Africa’s budgetary allocations as pressure for land 

escalate, with the potential of threatening the country’s food security  

 The national government, provincial governments and municipalities are urged to roll out 

extensive water conservation public awareness campaigns in order to make saving water part 

of South Africa’s national culture as the drought crisis deepens 


