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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• Fall armyworm outbreak in Eastern Cape as South Africa struggles to contain the growing

menace to the agricultural sector

• South Africa deteriorates on the Fund for Peace ranking of the world’s most fragile states

amid growing socio-economic and political problems in the country

• South Africa’s Astral Foods feels the effects of the new brine regulations as its poultry sales

volume declines by 10.5% and its group operating profit declines by 50.6% to R212 million on

the back of a paltry 0.5% revenue growth to R5.7 billion

• South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Director General, Mike

Mlengana says land grabs were not the solution to the country’s contentious land issue

• Grain SA expects a surplus of 3.5 million tons of maize and aims to export all of it to Japan,

South Korea and Taiwan as the South African government expresses concern about the

surplus being sold off, with the possibility of a return this year of the El Nino weather pattern

and amid reports that the South African government plans to establish a strategic grain

reserve as a drought mitigation strategy

• General Motors is leaving South Africa, as the country’s economic and political woes mount

• CEO of Free State Agriculture, Henk Vermeulen says that if the drought continues unabated, it

could see more farmers closing shop in South Africa

• South Africa’s property sector under pressure due to low levels of business and consumer

confidence amid growing socio-economic and political uncertainty in the country

• IMF lifts South Africa’s growth forecast on agriculture and mining, saying that the end of the

worst drought in more than a century will lift agricultural production while rising commodity

prices will boost the mining sector



• The South African Council of Churches (SACC) warns that the country is just a few inches from 

becoming a mafia state amid growing socio-economic and political uncertainty in South Africa 

• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation says it has launched the largest 

desalination plant in the country in Richards Bay on the KwaZulu-Natal north coast that will 

see about 150 000 households as well as water-intensive and smelter companies benefiting 

from the R300 million plant as the country goes the desalination route to fight the growing 

water shortage in the country   

• South Africa is urged to seriously consider recycled wastewater amid the deepening water 

crisis in the country 

• Long term climate forecasts for the Western Cape indicate the region will become drier as 

climate change takes its toll in South Africa 

• Cape Town recommends Level 4 water restrictions, which would ban all use of municipal 

water for outside and non-essential use and limit residents to 100 litres of water per person 

per day, as the water crisis deepens  

• Western Cape Premier Helen Zille says if the current drought continues in the province, it will 

lead to a loss of over 1 700 seasonal jobs in the agriculture sector 

• Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that South Africa loses R7bn 

in water each year, amid the deepening water crisis in the country 

• Western Cape Environmental Affairs MEC Anton Bredell publicly admits that if the drought 

worsens there are not enough water tankers to meet the needs of all citizens amid reports 

that Cape Town only has 60 days of usable water left 

• Western Cape Disaster Management Centre announces that the province is projected to get 

20% less rainfall by 2050 amid a current severe water crisis 

• Congress of South African Trade Union (Cosatu) writes an open letter to President Jacob Zuma 

indicating that the water crisis in the Western Cape will lead to war and deaths unless urgent 

steps are taken soon 

• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation expresses deep concern about the 

prediction that the El Nino weather phenomenon will strike the country again during spring 

and summer 

 

 

 



1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Fall armyworm outbreak in Eastern Cape as South Africa struggles to contain the growing 

menace to the agricultural sector 

Teams of scientists have been dispatched to Centane to deal with the outbreak of the fall armyworm, 

rural development and agrarian reform MEC Mlibo Qoboshiyane said.1 (Eastern Cape) 

1.1.2 South Africa deteriorates on the Fund for Peace ranking of the world’s most fragile states amid 

growing socio-economic and political problems in the country 

South Africa has deteriorated on an independent ranking of the world’s most fragile states, coming in at 

96 out of 178 countries.2 

1.1.3 South Africa’s Astral Foods feels the effects of the new brine regulations as its poultry sales 

volume declines by 10.5% and its group operating profit declines by 50.6% to R212 million on the back 

of a paltry 0.5% revenue growth to R5.7 billion 

It becomes the first casualty from regulations that limit the controversial practice of injecting salt water 

into frozen chicken.3 

1.1.4 South Africa’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Director General, Mike 

Mlengana says land grabs were not the solution to the country’s contentious land issue 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries director general, Mike Mlengana, on Monday night 

said land grabs were not the solution to the country’s land issue.4 

1.1.5 Grain SA expects a surplus of 3.5 million tons of maize and aims to export all of it to Japan, South 

Korea and Taiwan as the South African government expresses concern about the surplus being sold 

off, with the possibility of a return this year of the El Nino weather pattern and amid reports that the 

South African government plans to establish a strategic grain reserve as a drought mitigation strategy 

Grain SA expects a surplus of 3.5 million tons of maize and aims to export all of it to Japan, South Korea 

and Taiwan.5 
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1.1.6 General Motors is leaving South Africa, as the country’s economic and political woes mount 

General Motors (GM) informed employees and unions on Thursday morning that it is quitting SA.6 

1.1.7 CEO of Free State Agriculture, Henk Vermeulen says that if the drought continues unabated, it 

could see more farmers closing shop in South Africa 

If the drought continues unabated, it could see more farmers close shop, CEO of Free State Agriculture, 

Henk Vermeulen, said on Wednesday.7 

1.1.8 South Africa’s property sector under pressure due to low levels of business and consumer 

confidence amid growing socio-economic and political uncertainty in the country 

Low business and consumer confidence are placing the property sector under pressure.8 

1.1.9 IMF lifts South Africa’s growth forecast on agriculture and mining, saying that the end of the 

worst drought in more than a century will lift agricultural production while rising commodity prices 

will boost the mining sector 

The International Monetary Fund raised its forecast for economic growth in South Africa, saying that the 

end of the worst drought in more than a century will lift agricultural production while rising commodity 

prices will boost the mining sector.9 

1.1.10 The South African Council of Churches (SACC) warns that the country is just a few inches from 

becoming a mafia state amid growing socio-economic and political uncertainty in South Africa 

The South African Council of Churches (SACC) says the country is just a few inches from becoming a 

mafia state, from which there will be no return.10 
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1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation says it has launched the largest desalination 

plant in the country in Richards Bay on the KwaZulu-Natal north coast that will see about 150 000 

households as well as water-intensive and smelter companies benefiting from the R300 million plant 

as the country goes the desalination route to fight the growing water shortage in the country   

Government says it has launched the largest desalination plant in the country.  Richards Bay on the 

KwaZulu-Natal north coast is the first recipient of the government programme.11 

1.2.2 South Africa is urged to seriously consider recycled wastewater amid the deepening water crisis 

in the country 

Owing to SA’s dwindling water resources, South Africans must seriously consider using recycled water 

for basic needs.12  

1.2.3 Long term climate forecasts for the Western Cape indicate the region will become drier as 

climate change takes its toll in South Africa 

Long term climate forecasts for the Western Cape indicate the region will become drier.13 

1.2.4 Cape Town recommends Level 4 water restrictions, which would ban all use of municipal water 

for outside and non-essential use and limit residents to 100 litres of water per person per day, as the 

water crisis deepens  

The City of Cape wants to introduce Level 4 water restrictions which would ban all use of municipal 

water for outside and non-essential use and limit residents to 100 litres of water per person per day.14 

1.2.5 Western Cape Premier Helen Zille says if the current drought continues in the province, it will 

lead to a loss of over 1 700 seasonal jobs in the agriculture sector 

Western Cape Premier Helen Zille says if the current drought continues in the province, it will lead to a 

loss of over 1 700 seasonal jobs in the agriculture sector.15 

                                                 
11 SA goes the desalination route to fight water shortage, SABC News, 12 May 2017, 
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1.2.6 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane announces that South Africa loses R7bn in 

water each year, amid the deepening water crisis in the country 

South Africa, a water-scarce country, racks up R7 billion in water losses annually, according to Water 

and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane.16 

1.2.7 Western Cape Environmental Affairs MEC Anton Bredell publicly admits that if the drought 

worsens there are not enough water tankers to meet the needs of all citizens amid reports that Cape 

Town only has 60 days of usable water left 

Western Cape Environmental Affairs MEC Anton Bredell says if the drought worsens there are not 

enough water tankers to meet the needs of all citizens.17 

1.2.8 Western Cape Disaster Management Centre announces that the province is projected to get 20% 

less rainfall by 2050 amid a current severe water crisis 

Drought-hit Western Cape residents can expect 20% less average rainfall by the middle of the century.18 

1.2.9 Congress of South African Trade Union (Cosatu) writes an open letter to President Jacob Zuma 

indicating that the water crisis in the Western Cape will lead to war and deaths unless urgent steps 

are taken soon 

The water crisis in the Western Cape will lead to war and deaths unless urgent steps are taken soon, 

Congress of South African Trade Union (Cosatu) said on Wednesday.19 

1.2.10 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation expresses deep concern about the 

prediction that the El Nino weather phenomenon will strike the country again during spring and 

summer 

The department of water and sanitation is worried about the prediction that the El Nino weather 

phenomenon will strike South Africa again during spring and summer.20 
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2.0 Daily Infographics: Climate-Food-Water Nexus: April 2017 average global 

temperature was second highest for the month at 1.62°F above average 

 

Figure 1. Climate-Food-Water Nexus: April 2017 average global temperature was second highest for the month at 1.62°F above average 

(Source: NOAA)  

3.0 Overall Assessment 

❖ Another severe drought is imminent in South Africa. Therefore, the government is urged to 

start preparing for a comprehensive drought mitigation plan. In essence, the government of 

South Africa is urged to start preparing for the declaration of drought as a national disaster 

before the end of this year. 

❖ The Department of Water and Sanitation is urged to play a bigger role in addressing the 

deepening water crisis in the Western Cape as the provincial government and City of Cape 

Town struggle to effectively address the fast deteriorating water situation 

❖ The socio-economic and political situation in South Africa remains fragile, threatening the 

medium and long-term water and food security in the country 



❖ The perennial land crisis in South Africa continues to fester, with lack of decisive policy 

direction. This increasing policy uncertainty threatens the stability of the agricultural sector as 

well as food security in the country. 

❖ Small scale farmers need to play a more meaningful role in South Africa’s agricultural sector in 

order to ensure greater food security in the country. Therefore, the government of South 

Africa is urged to breathe new life into the stalling transformation process in the agricultural 

sector.  

❖ South Africa is urged to seriously and urgently consider recycled wastewater amid the 

deepening water crisis in the country. South Africa can learn from various other African 

countries such as Namibia and Zimbabwe who successfully use recycled wastewater. 

Desalination is too expensive and might not be financially sustainable amid the growing socio-

economic and political uncertainty in South Africa. Recycled wastewater presents a better and 

sustainable option for South Africa as the impact of climate change takes its toll across Africa. 

 

 

 

 


