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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• Black First Land First Movement (BLF) intensifies its land expropriation programme as South

Africa’s land crisis deepens

• South African economists expect economic growth to average around 1% for 2017 as the

country’s political and social woes mount

• South Africa’s land reform process threatened by claimants who prefer cash to land, amid

reports that the almost 40‚000 claims lodged in the KwaZulu-Natal province between 2014

and 2016 shows that claimants prefer cash to land

• South Africa’s farm workers’ ill-health and stress could threaten food security

• South Africa has fallen down in the ranking of the world’s most competitive countries,

reflecting the country’s lack of sustainable growth as well as high levels of structural

unemployment

• South Africa’s hidden hunger problem is exposed amid reports that nearly 8 out of every 10

pupils attending a government school rely on a school feeding programme

• South Africa’s unemployment hits 14-year high amid reports that the country may be headed

for recession

• Agri SA approaches the Public Protector and the Auditor-General to investigate what

happened to millions of rand in state drought relief funds allocated for distressed farmers in

South Africa

• Fitch re-affirms South Africa’s junk grade rating with a stable outlook, warning that weak

economic growth remains a key risk

• President Jacob Zuma says there will be no Zimbabwe-style land grabs in South Africa as the

country struggles to address the deepening land crisis



• Western Cape’s Local Government, Environmental Affairs and Planning MEC Anton Bredell 

announces that dam levels in the drought-stricken province have dropped to 18 percent 

• Western Cape Environmental Affairs Department says drilling for boreholes will continue with 

the drought showing no signs of abating with the province's average dam level standing at 

18%, while Cape Town's average has dropped to 19.35% 

• South African Weather Service says the forecasting system is not giving a clear signal of how 

much rain can be expected to fall in the country’s winter-rainfall areas amid the deepening 

water crisis in the Western Cape Province 

• City of Cape Town on approves Level 4 water restrictions, which limits residents to 100l of 

water per person per day and also bans all use of municipal water for outside and non-

essential use. 

• Cape Town Mayor Patricia de Lille describes the scenario of the city running out of useable 

water as a crisis of catastrophic proportions as the drought bites  

• Opposition parties in the metro council believe the Democratic Alliance-led City of Cape Town 

has failed to deal with water leaks that contribute to the current water crisis, with the ACDP 

councillor Grant Haskin arguing that the city's own audited financial statements show that 

Cape Town will lose 72 million kilolitres of water at a cost of R289 million 

• City of Cape Town advises residents to keep an emergency supply of 2 to 5 litres of water as 

the drought crisis deepens 

• South Africa’s Minister of Public Works, Nathi Nhleko announces that water-saving measures 

were being implemented at all state-owned facilities as the country struggles with the 

perennial water scarcity problem 

• South Africa’s International Relations Department raises concern over a decision by US 

President Donald Trump to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement 

• Cape Town water wasters set to face steep fines as the drought crisis takes its toll 

1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Black First Land First Movement (BLF) intensifies land expropriation programme as South Africa’s 

land crisis deepens 

On 28 May, SABC News reported that the Black First Land First Movement (BLF) has made it clear it will 

intensify its programme of expropriating land without compensation.1  

                                                 
1 BLF intensifies land expropriation programme, SABC News, 28 May 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/18d39300414cc87c89ab8d47c5f82b19/BLF-intensifies-land-expropriation-programme-20172805 



1.1.2 South African economists expect economic growth to average around 1% for 2017 as the 

country’s political and social woes mount 

On 30 May, Fin24 reported that economists expect growth to average around 1% for 2017 and among 

the reasons for this is uncertainty following the Cabinet reshuffle in March.2 

1.1.3 South Africa’s land reform process threatened by claimants who prefer cash to land, amid 

reports that the almost 40‚000 claims lodged in the KwaZulu-Natal province between 2014 and 2016 

shows that claimants prefer cash to land 

On 30 May, Business Day reported that land claimants want cash‚ not land — and it’s hurting land 

reform in SA.3 

1.1.4 South Africa’s farm workers’ ill-health and stress could threaten food security   

On 1 June, TMG reported that farm workers’ battles with lifestyle diseases‚ HIV/AIDS and substance 

abuse is likely to threaten SA’s food security.4 

1.1.5 South Africa has fallen down in the ranking of the world’s most competitive countries, reflecting 

the country’s lack of sustainable growth as well as high levels of structural unemployment 

On 1 June, Business Day reported that SA has fallen one notch down a ranking of the world’s most 

competitive countries, reflecting its lack of sustainable growth as well as high levels of structural 

unemployment and lack of access to quality education.5 

1.1.6 South Africa’s hidden hunger problem is exposed amid reports that nearly 8 out of every 10 

pupils attending a government school rely on a school feeding programme 

On 1 June, Eyewitness News reported that nearly 8 out of every 10 pupils attending a government 

school rely on a school feeding programme.6 

1.1.7 South Africa’s unemployment hits 14-year high amid reports that the country may be headed for 

recession 

                                                 
2 Uncertainty stunts SA economic growth, Lameez Omarjee, Fin24, 30 May 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/uncertainty-stunts-sa-

economic-growth-20170530 

3 Claimants prefer cash to land, which is a problem, Nivashni Nair, Business Day, 30 May 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-05-30-claimants-prefer-cash-to-land-which-is-a-problem/ 

4 Farm workers’ ill-health and stress could threaten food security, Suthentira Govender, TMG Digital, 1 June 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/business-and-economy/2017-05-31-farm-workers-ill-health-and-stress-could-threaten-food-security/ 

5 Global ranking shows SA is punching below its weight, Hilary Joffe, Business Day, 1 June 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-06-01-global-ranking-shows-sa-is-punching-below-its-weight/ 

6 Learners rely heavily on school feeding programme- survey, Ilze-Marie Le Roux, Eyewitness News, 1 June 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/06/01/learners-rely-heavily-on-school-feeding-programme-survey 



On 1 June, eNCA reported that unemployment rose to its highest in 14 years in the first quarter as 

agriculture and informal sectors shed jobs and more people stopped looking for work, data showed on 

Thursday, in a sign the economy may be headed for recession.7 

1.1.8 Agri SA approaches the Public Protector and the Auditor-General to investigate what happened 

to millions of rand in state drought relief funds allocated for distressed farmers in South Africa 

On 1 June, Sowetan reported that farmers’ organisation Agri SA has approached the Public Protector 

and the Auditor-General to investigate what happened to millions of rand in state drought relief funds 

allocated for distressed farmers.8 

1.1.9 Fitch re-affirms South Africa’s junk grade rating with a stable outlook, warning that weak 

economic growth remains a key risk 

On 1 June, SABC News reported that ratings agency Fitch has re-affirmed South Africa's sub-investment, 

or 'junk' grade rating with a stable outlook, warning that weak economic growth remains a key risk.9 

1.1.10 President Jacob Zuma says there will be no Zimbabwe-style land grabs in South Africa as the 

country struggles to address the deepening land crisis 

On 2 June, Sowetan reported that President Jacob Zuma says there will be no Zimbabwe-style land grabs 

in SA..10 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 Western Cape’s Local Government, Environmental Affairs and Planning MEC Anton Bredell 

announces that dam levels in the drought-stricken province have dropped to 18 percent 

On 29 May, eNCA reported that dam levels in the drought-stricken Western Cape have dropped to 18 

percent, local government, environmental affairs and planning MEC Anton Bredell said on Monday.11 

1.2.2 Western Cape Environmental Affairs Department says drilling for boreholes will continue with 

the drought showing no signs of abating with the province's average dam level standing at 18%, while 

Cape Town's average has dropped to 19.35% 

                                                 
7 Unemployment hits 14-year high, eNCA, 1 June 2017, http://www.enca.com/south-africa/unemployment-hits-14-year-high 

8 Millions of rand in drought relief funds missing: Agri SA, Sipho Mabena, Sowetan, 1 June 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/business/2017/06/01/millions-of-rand-in-drought-relief-funds-missing-agri-sa 

9 Fitch re-affirms SA's 'junk' grade rating with a stable outlook, SABC News, 1 June 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/a28eb480415a5cf3b25ebe2b83e69f76/Fitch-re-affirms-SAs-junk-grade-rating-with-a-stable-outlook-20170106 

10 Zuma promises no Zimbabwe-style land grabs, Bekezela Phakathi, Sowetan, 2 June 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/06/02/zuma-promises-no-zimbabwe-style-land-grabs 

11 Dam levels in Western Cape down to 18 percent, eNCA, 29 May 2017, http://www.enca.com/south-africa/dam-levels-in-western-cape-down-

to-18-percent 



On 30 May, Eyewitness News reported that the Western Cape Environmental Affairs Department says 

drilling for boreholes will continue with the drought showing no signs of abating.12 

1.2.3 South African Weather Service says the forecasting system is not giving a clear signal of how 

much rain can be expected to fall in the country’s winter-rainfall areas amid the deepening water 

crisis in the Western Cape Province 

On 30 May, Business Day reported that the SA Weather Service does not have good news for the 

drought-ravaged Western Cape.13 

1.2.4 City of Cape Town on approves Level 4 water restrictions, which limits residents to 100l of water 

per person per day and also bans all use of municipal water for outside and non-essential use. 

On 31 May, News24 reported that the City of Cape Town on Wednesday approved Level 4 water 

restrictions, which limits residents to 100l of water per person per day.14 

1.2.5 Cape Town Mayor Patricia de Lille describes the scenario of the city running out of useable water 

as a crisis of catastrophic proportions as the drought bites  

On 31 May, ANA reported that Cape Town Mayor Patricia de Lille on Wednesday described the scenario 

of the city running out of useable water as a "crisis of catastrophic proportions" and warned that water 

scarcity was now the "New Normal".15 

1.2.6 Opposition parties in the metro council believe the Democratic Alliance-led City of Cape Town 

has failed to deal with water leaks that contribute to the current water crisis, with the ACDP councillor 

Grant Haskin arguing that the city's own audited financial statements show that Cape Town will lose 

72 million kilolitres of water at a cost of R289 million 

On 1 June, Eyewitness News reported that opposition parties in the metro council believe the 

Democratic Alliance-led City of Cape Town has failed to deal with water leaks that contribute to the 

current water crisis.16 

                                                 
12 WC govt to continue drilling for boreholes amid drought, Natalie Malgas, Eyewitness News, 30 May 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/05/30/wc-

govt-to-continue-drilling-for-boreholes-amid-drought 

13 Bad news for Western Cape, with no clear expectation of rain, Staff Write, Business Day, 30 May 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-05-30-bad-news-for-western-cape-with-no-clear-expectation-of-rain/ 

14 City of Cape Town approves Level 4 water restrictions, Jenna Etheridge, News24, 31 May 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/city-of-cape-town-approves-level-4-water-restrictions-20170531 

15 Cape Town mayor warns of ‘catastrophic water crisis’, ANA, 31 May 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/bdc663004156a49798ffdf092ca4a5d3/Cape-Town-mayor-warns-of-%E2%80%98catastrophic-

crisis%E2%80%99-if-water-runs-out-20173105 

16 City’s handling of water leaks contributed to water crisis- CT opposition, Xolani Koyana, Eyewitness News, 1 June 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/06/01/city-s-failure-to-deal-with-water-leaks-contributed-to-water-crisis-ct-opposition 



1.2.7 City of Cape Town advises residents to keep an emergency supply of 2 to 5 litres of water as the 

drought crisis deepens 

On 1 June, News24 reported that the City of Cape Town has advised residents to keep an emergency 

supply of 2 to 5 litres of water as it starts further pressure reduction which may interrupt supply to some 

high lying areas.17 

1.2.8 South Africa’s Minister of Public Works, Nathi Nhleko announces that water-saving measures 

were being implemented at all state-owned facilities as the country struggles with the perennial 

water scarcity problem 

On 1 June, ANA reported that water-saving measures were being implemented at all state-owned 

facilities, Minister of Public Works, Nathi Nhleko said on Thursday.18 

1.2.9 South Africa’s International Relations Department raises concern over a decision by US President 

Donald Trump to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement 

On 2 June, Eyewitness News reported that the International Relations Department has raised concern 

over a decision by US President Donald Trump to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement.19 

1.2.10 Cape Town water wasters set to face steep fines as the drought crisis takes its toll 

On 2 June, Eyewitness News reported that Capetonians who don't adhere to the City of Cape Town's 

new water-saving regulations could be in for steep fines.20 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
17 City urges Cape Town residents to store emergency water, Jenni Evans, News24, 1 June 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/city-urges-cape-town-residents-to-store-emergency-water-20170601 

18 State facilities in water-saving drive: Nhleko, ANA, 1 June 2017, http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/6416ff004159375b8377cf092ca4a5d3/State-

facilities-in-water-saving-drive:-Nhleko-20170106 

19 SA raises concerns over Trump’s decision to exit climate change accord, Mia Lindeque, Eyewitness News, 2 June 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/06/02/sa-raises-concerns-over-trump-s-decision-to-leave-climate-agreement 

20 CT water wasters set to face steep fines, Xolani Koyana, Eyewitness News, 2 June 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/06/02/ct-water-wasters-set-

to-face-steep-fines 



2.0 Weekly Infographics: Agriculture- Technology Nexus in Africa 

 

Figure 1. 70% of Africans make a living through agriculture, and technology could transform their world (Source: AgriFoodAID) 

3.0 Overall Assessment 

❖ South Africa’s government is urged to remove cash payments as an option for land claimants 

because it is seriously undermining the letter and spirit of the land reform process in the 

country 

❖ Commercial farmers and the government of South Africa should do more to improve the 

health and living conditions of farm workers as they are the backbone of food security in the 

country 

❖ The high number of children who rely on the school feeding programme reflect that South 

Africa is not as food secure as it is generally presented. This problem of hidden hunger needs 

the government to urgently address the structural problems that restrict access to food for 

low income households, including the perennial problem of price-fixing cartels in the country’s 

food manufacturing industry. 

❖ If reports from South African Weather Service are anything to go by, the country is heading for 

another devastating drought. Therefore, the government of South Africa is urged to start 

actively preparing for the imminent drought. Recommended drought-mitigation interventions 

include the establishment of the strategic grain reserve and the creation of a national drought 

management agency 

❖ The water crisis is Cape Town is now a public health problem due to the poor water quality as 

a result of the devastating drought. Therefore, the Western Cape provincial government and 

the City of Cape Town are urged to put in place mechanism to deal with the imminent public 

health disaster. The Department of Health needs to be engaged to help in that regard. 


