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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• Zimbabwe’s Commercial Farmers’ Union farmers' warns white South African farmers that they

should agree a deal to share land with the black majority before they suffer the same fate as

neighbours in Zimbabwe who were violently removed from their properties

• Black First Land First movement (BLF) says it's currently taking unoccupied land in Ekurhuleni

Metro on the East Rand and giving it to the landless people in the area as South Africa’s land

crisis deepens

• South Africa’s food nutritional insecurity problem escalate amid reports that the link between

obesity, mental health obesity is a medical condition that is not just linked to overeating but

to serious mental health, as the Medical Research Council reveals that South Africa has the

highest obesity rate in sub-Saharan Africa with just more than 61% of its population

overweight or obese

• International Monetary Fund (IMF) predicts slow growth for the South African economy this

year, after the country slipped into a technical recession amid growing perceived political

instability in the country

• Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Economic Survey shows that

South Africa needs bold structural reforms to boost the ailing economy as there is limited

room for monetary and fiscal stimulus

• South Africa’s former President Kgalema Motlanthe says that the government must address

equitable access to land urgently as the agrarian reform debate intensifies

• Public Investment Corporation (PIC) believes a further sovereign downgrade of South Africa by

credit ratings agencies is highly likely because of sluggish growth and low confidence, which is

hurting investment and consumer spending

• South African consumers develop coping mechanisms as the price of meat surge as the

drought takes its toll amid slow economic growth in the country



• Illegal coal mine water use becoming a major threat to food production in South Africa 

• South African consumers scale down on household expenditure to survive the economic 

recession 

• Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) is taking legal action against South Africa’s 

Department of Water and Sanitation following the delay of the implementation of the 

Lesotho Highland Water Project Phase Two (LHWP II) 

• Cape Town residents exceed daily water consumption target by 143 million litres over the past 

weeks amid a devastating drought in the Western Province 

• City of Cape Town urges residents to reduce water consumption amid reports that recent rains 

have not made a significant impact on dam levels 

• South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane rejects allegations made 

by the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) that she had deliberately delayed the 

implementation of phase 2 of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

• Department of Water and Sanitation announces that there has been a slight decrease in South 

Africa’s dam levels, which show a drop of 1% week-on-week, representing a drop from 70.4% 

last week to 69.9% this week 

• EY says that Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority, which reports to the Department of Water and 

Sanitation, promoted three executives irregularly as the leadership crisis in South Africa’s 

water sector deepens  

1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Zimbabwe’s Commercial Farmers’ Union farmers' warns white South African farmers that they 

should agree a deal to share land with the black majority before they suffer the same fate as 

neighbours in Zimbabwe who were violently removed from their properties 

On 22 July, eNCA reported that a Zimbabwean farmers' union leader warned white South African 

farmers they should agree a deal to share land with the black majority before they suffer the same fate 

as neighbours in Zimbabwe who were violently removed from their properties.1 

1.1.2 Black First Land First movement (BLF) says it's currently taking unoccupied land in Ekurhuleni 

Metro on the East Rand and giving it to the landless people in the area as South Africa’s land crisis 

deepens 

                                                 
1 SA farmers should share land, warns Zimbabwean's farmers union, eNCA, 22 July 2017, http://www.enca.com/africa/sa-farmers-should-share-

land-warns-zimbabweans-farmers-union 



On 22 July, Eyewitness News reported that the Black First Land First movement (BLF) says it's currently 

taking unoccupied land in Ekurhuleni Metro on the East Rand and giving it to the landless people in the 

area.2 

1.1.3 South Africa’s food nutritional insecurity problem escalate amid reports that the link between 

obesity, mental health obesity is a medical condition that is not just linked to overeating but to 

serious mental health, as the Medical Research Council reveals that South Africa has the highest 

obesity rate in sub-Saharan Africa with just more than 61% of its population overweight or obese 

On 23 July, TNA reported that obesity is a medical condition that’s not just linked to overeating but to 

serious mental health implications in South Africa.3 

1.1.4 International Monetary Fund (IMF) predicts slow growth for the South African economy this 

year, after the country slipped into a technical recession amid growing perceived political instability in 

the country 

On 24 July, News24 reported that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) predicted slow growth for the 

South African economy this year, after the country slipped into a technical recession.4 

1.1.5 Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Economic Survey shows that 

South Africa needs bold structural reforms to boost the ailing economy as there is limited room for 

monetary and fiscal stimulus 

On 24 July, Reuters reported that South Africa needs bold structural reforms to boost the ailing 

economy as there is limited room for monetary and fiscal stimulus, the Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD) Economic Survey showed on Monday.5 

1.1.6 South Africa’s former President Kgalema Motlanthe says that the government must address 

equitable access to land urgently as the agrarian reform debate intensifies  

On 25 July, News24 reported that the government must address equitable access to land urgently, said 

former president Kgalema Motlanthe on Tuesday.6 

                                                 
2  ‘We’re going to occupy this land by force’, Koketšo Motau, Eyewitness News, 22 July 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/07/22/we-re-going-to-

occupy-this-land-by-force 

3 Link between obesity, mental health, TNA Reporter, 23 July 2017, http://www.thenewage.co.za/link-between-obesity-mental-health/ 

4 IMF predicts poor growth for SA, News24, 24 July 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/imf-predicts-poor-growth-for-sa-20170724 

5 SA needs structural reforms to boost economic growth- OECD, Reuters, 24 July 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/07/24/sa-needs-structural-

reforms-to-boost-economic-growth-oecd 

6 Government needs to look at land redistribution urgently – Motlanthe, Jan Gerber, News24, 25 July 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/government-needs-to-look-at-land-redistribution-urgently-motlanthe-20170725 



1.1.7 Public Investment Corporation (PIC) believes a further sovereign downgrade of South Africa by 

credit ratings agencies is highly likely because of sluggish growth and low confidence, which is hurting 

investment and consumer spending 

On 25 July, Business Day reported that the Public Investment Corporation (PIC) believes a further 

sovereign downgrade of SA by credit ratings agencies is highly likely because of sluggish growth and low 

confidence, which is hurting investment and consumer spending.7 

1.1.8 South African consumers develop coping mechanisms as the price of meat surge as the drought 

takes its toll amid slow economic growth in the country 

On 26 July, Sowetan reported that more people are ditching the butchery aisle in retail stores‚ cutting 

out the middle man and turning to bulk meat-buying to save money.8  

1.1.9 Illegal coal mine water use becoming a major threat to food production in South Africa 

On 27 July, Business Day reported that there was relief in 2015, when Eskom ramped up coal supplies 

and SA’s power crisis ended.9 

1.1.10 South African consumers scale down on household expenditure to survive the economic 

recession 

On 27 July, Times Live reported that whether it’s eating out less‚ homemade pet food‚ cancelling gym 

memberships or avoiding parking tickets‚ South Africans are cutting costs to survive the economic 

recession.10 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) is taking legal action against South Africa’s Department 

of Water and Sanitation following the delay of the implementation of the Lesotho Highland Water 

Project Phase Two (LHWP II) 

On 23 July, News24 reported that the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) is taking legal action 

against the Department of Water and Sanitation following the delay of a major water project.11  

                                                 
7 PIC warns further downgrades highly likely, Linda Ensor, Business Day, 25 July 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-07-25-

pic-sees-high-probability-of-another-downgrade-says-malusi-gigaba/ 

8 Consumers go the extra mile to save on meat, Naledi Shange and Kgaugelo Masweneng, Sowetan, 26 July 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/07/26/consumers-go-the-extra-mile-to-save-on-meat 

9 Illegal coal mine water use imperils food production, Kally Forrest, Business Day, 27 July 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2017-07-27-illegal-coal-mine-water-use-imperils-food-production/ 

10 Save SA: How Mzansi is cutting back to survive the recession, Kgaugelo Masweneng, Times Live, 27 July 2017, 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/2017-07-27-save-sa-how-mzansi-is-cutting-back-to-survive-the-recession/ 



1.2.2 Cape Town residents exceed daily water consumption target by 143 million litres over the past 

weeks amid a devastating drought in the Western Province 

On 24 July, Eyewitness News reported that Capetonians have exceeded the daily water consumption 

target by 143 million litres over the past week.12 

1.2.3 City of Cape Town urges residents to reduce water consumption amid reports that recent rains 

have not made a significant impact on dam levels 

On 25 July, Eyewitness News reported that the City of Cape Town says the latest water consumption 

levels are extremely worrying.13 

1.2.4 South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane rejects allegations made by 

the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) that she had deliberately delayed the implementation of 

phase 2 of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

On 26 July, News24 reported that Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane has rejected with 

contempt allegations made by the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) that she had deliberately 

delayed the implementation of phase 2 of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project.14 

1.2.5 Department of Water and Sanitation announces that there has been a slight decrease in South 

Africa’s dam levels, which show a drop of 1% week-on-week, representing a drop from 70.4% last 

week to 69.9% this week 

On 26 July, South African Government News reported that the Department of Water and Sanitation has 

reported a slight decrease in South Africa’s dam levels, which show a drop of 1% week-on-week.15 

1.2.6 EY says that Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority, which reports to the Department of Water and 

Sanitation, promoted three executives irregularly as the leadership crisis in South Africa’s water 

sector deepens  

On 27 July, Business Day reported that the Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority, which reports to the 

Department of Water and Sanitation, promoted three executives irregularly, an EY report has found.16 

                                                                                                                                                             
11 Outa taking Mokonyane to court over Lesotho Highlands Project, Kaveel Singh, News24, 23 July 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/outa-taking-mokonyane-to-court-over-lesotho-highlands-project-20170723 

12 Capetonians exceed daily water consumption target by 143 million litres, Lindsay Dentlinger, Eyewitness News, 24 July 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/07/24/capetonians-exceed-daily-water-consumption-target-by-143-million-litres 

13 CT residents urged to reduce water consumption, Lindsay Dentlinger, Eyewitness News, 25 July 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/07/25/ct-water-

consumption-levels-raises-alarm 

14 Mokonyane rejects Outa's claims of delay tactics in Lesotho water project, Lizeka Tandwa, News24, 26 July 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/mokonyane-rejects-outas-claims-of-delay-tactics-in-lesotho-water-project-20170726 

15 Slight decrease in dam levels, South African Government News, 26 July 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/slight-decrease-dam-

levels 



2.0 Weekly Infographics: Countries vulnerable to climate change are often the 

poorest 

 

Figure 1. Countries vulnerable to climate change are often the poorest 

3.0 Overall Strategic Assessment 

❖ South Africa’s socio-political and economic outlook: The slow growth and increasing political, 

policy and social uncertainty is increasingly becoming a major threat to food and water 

security in the country 

                                                                                                                                                             
16 Water authority promotions are irregular, says EY, Theto Mahlakoana, Business Day, 27 July 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-07-27-water-authority-promotions-are-irregular-says-ey/ 



❖ The land debate is intensifying in South Africa as pressure builds on government to act more 

decisively on the contentious land issue 

❖ The leadership crisis in South Africa’s water sector is emerging as a major threat to water 

security in the country 

4.0 Strategic Policy Recommendations 

➢ The Government of South Africa is urged to act urgently on the land issue in the country by 

introducing an “accelerated land reform (ALR) policy” before they lose the strategic control of 

the land reform process to emerging radical civil society movements that are aggressively 

pushing for land expropriation without compensation 

➢ The Department of Water and Sanitation is urged to develop a more comprehensive national 

water conservation plan in order to mitigate the effects of climate change on water security in 

South Africa 


