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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• Honey shortage hits South Africa as drought takes its toll

• South Africa’s credit rating at risk of a downgrade as revenue shortfall could hit R50 billion

• Institute of Race Relations’ 2017 South Africa Survey shows that less than half of working-age

South Africans are employed amid growing economic and political uncertainty in the country

• Statistics South Africa’s Poverty Trends for 2006 to 2015 reflects that more than 50% of the

country’s population is living in poverty

• Drought in Eastern Cape cripples Macadamia nut farming as South Africa struggles to mitigate

the effects of climate change

• South Africa’s Agriculture Minister Senzeni Zokwana says that the bird flu outbreak threatens

the country’s poultry industry

• Statistics South Africa announces that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) dropped from 5.1% in

June to 4.6% in July largely due to the decrease in food, fuel and energy prices

• Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini criticizes recipients of government’s land restitution farms‚

saying they failed to use the land for producing food — and instead used it to build houses to

generate profit

• Solidarity-ETM Labour Market Index (LMI) shows that job and wage security continue to

decline in South Africa amid slow growth

• South Africa’s Agricultural Business Chamber says that although food inflation rate has

dropped, the high meat inflation remains an issue of concern



• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation announces that Gauteng dam levels 

continue to decline this week, showing a decrease on the Integrated Vaal River System (IVRS) 

from 79.7% to 79.3% 

• City of Cape Town reveals that Granger Bay, Hout Bay and Dido Bay will be the sites for the 

proposed new desalination plants as the water crisis deepens 

• City of Cape Town considers level 5 water restrictions as the drought crisis deepens 

• City of Cape Town announces that residents who ignore the stipulated water restrictions could 

face imprisonment amid reports that water conservations efforts are failing 

• South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane says women are important 

for the development of an integrated and coherent Water Master Plan in the country 

• South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane blames her department's 

financial woes on municipalities' R7 billion debt 

• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation announces that users failing to honour 

debts could be blacklisted amid reports that by the end of June 2017, the department only 

managed to collect R115 million out of more than R7 billion owed by municipalities and water 

boards 

• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation has urges people to use water sparingly as 

dam levels continue to decrease 

• City of Cape Town receives a R21 million drought disaster grant from the Department of 

Cooperative Governance as the water crisis deepens 

• South Africa’s National Council of Provinces (NCOP) baffled that 3 000 of the 4 820 boreholes 

drilled by the Department of Water and Sanitation in Limpopo are dry 

1.1. Food Security 

1.1.1 Honey shortage hits South Africa as drought takes its toll 

On August, IOL Business reported that agricultural economists say unfavourable weather, such as the 

drought that has gripped the Western Cape, has caused a huge dent in the production of honey, leading 

to the importation of more than 1000 tons to bridge the shortfall on South Africa’s annual consumption 

of 3 000 tons.1 

1.1.2 South Africa’s credit rating at risk of a downgrade as revenue shortfall could hit R50 billion 

                                                 
1 Drought sucks sweet honey market dry, as shortage causes SA to import, Sandile Mchunu, IOL Business Report, 20 August 2017, 

https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/drought-sucks-sweet-honey-market-dry-as-shortage-causes-sa-to-import-10865359 



On 21 August, Business Day reported that with two months to go until Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba 

tables his medium-term budget policy statement in October, government revenue looks set to fall as 

much as R50bn short of February’s budget targets, bumping up the budget deficit and putting SA’s credit 

rating at risk of a downgrade.2 

1.1.3 Institute of Race Relations’ 2017 South Africa Survey shows that less than half of working-age 

South Africans are employed amid growing economic and political uncertainty in the country 

On 21 August, Business Day reported that IRR’s 2017 South Africa Survey shows unemployment among 

black adults is four to five times higher than among whites.3 

1.1.4 Statistics South Africa’s Poverty Trends for 2006 to 2015 reflects that more than 50% of the 

country’s population is living in poverty 

On 22 August, Fin24 reported that more than half of SA’s population is living in poverty, data from 

Statistics South Africa revealed.4  

1.1.5 Drought in Eastern Cape cripples Macadamia nut farming as South Africa struggles to mitigate 

the effects of climate change 

On 22 August, SABC News reported that the drought which has ravaged the Eastern Cape has crippled 

production at the Ncera Macademia Project that has made inroads in the international market.5 

1.1.6 South Africa’s Agriculture Minister Senzeni Zokwana says that the bird flu outbreak threatens 

the country’s poultry industry 

On 22 August, Reuters reported that an outbreak of bird flu in South Africa threatens the country's 

poultry industry and jobs, Agriculture Minister Senzeni Zokwana said on Tuesday after meeting with 

poultry industry executives.6 

1.1.7 Statistics South Africa announces that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) dropped from 5.1% in June 

to 4.6% in July largely due to the decrease in food, fuel and energy prices  

                                                 
2 Downgrade alarm as revenue shortfall could hit R50bn, Hilary Joffe, Business Day, 21 August 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-08-21-downgrade-alarm-as-revenue-shortfall-could-hit-r50bn/ 

3 Less than half of working-age South Africans are employed, Ann Crotty, Business Day, 21 August 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-08-21-less-than-half-of-working-age-south-africans-are-employed/ 

4 More than 50% of SA’s population is living in poverty, Lameez Omarjee, Fin24, 22 August 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/more-than-

50-of-sas-population-is-living-in-poverty-20170822 

5 Drought in E Cape cripples Macadamia nut farming, SABC News, 22 August 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/a04080004256264baa04ea6dbeaa4c69/Drought-in-E-Cape-cripples-Macadamia-nut-farming-20172208 

6 SA’s bird flu outbreak threatens poultry industry- Minister, Reuters, 22 August 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/08/22/sa-s-bird-flu-outbreak-

threatens-poultry-industry-minister 



On 23 August, eNCA reported that there is some good news for consumers as the prices of goods and 

services dropped in July.7 

1.1.8 Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini criticizes recipients of government’s land restitution farms‚ saying 

they failed to use the land for producing food — and instead used it to build houses to generate profit 

On 23 August, Sowetan reported that Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini has launched a blistering attack on 

recipients of government’s land restitution farms‚ saying they failed to use the land for producing food 

— and instead used it to build houses to generate profit.8  

1.1.9 Solidarity-ETM Labour Market Index (LMI) shows that job and wage security continue to decline 

in South Africa amid slow growth 

On 24 August, Fin24 reported that job and wage security continue to decline, according to the latest 

Solidarity-ETM Labour Market Index (LMI) released on Wednesday.9 

1.1.10 South Africa’s Agricultural Business Chamber says that although food inflation rate has 

dropped, the high meat inflation remains an issue of concern 

On 24 August, Eyewitness News reported that the Agricultural Business Chamber says although it 

welcomes the lower food inflation rate, the meat items in the basket remains worrying.10  

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation announces that Gauteng dam levels continue 

to decline this week, showing a decrease on the Integrated Vaal River System (IVRS) from 79.7% to 

79.3% 

On 17 August, South African Government News reported that Gauteng dam levels continue to decline 

this week, showing a decrease on the Integrated Vaal River System (IVRS) from 79.7% to 79.3%.11  

1.2.2 City of Cape Town reveals that Granger Bay, Hout Bay and Dido Bay will be the sites for the 

proposed new desalination plants as the water crisis deepens 

                                                 
7 Good news for consumers as inflation drops, eNCA, 23 August 2017, http://www.enca.com/money/good-news-for-consumers-as-inflation-

drops 

8 Zulu king lashes out at land reform recipients, Bongani Mthethwa, Sowetan, 23 August 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/article19087506.ece 

9 Job, wage security continue to decline – index, Fin24, 24 August 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/job-wage-security-continue-to-

decline-index-20170823 

10 High meat inflation remains worrying, Ilze-Marie Le Roux, Eyewitness News, 24 August 2017, http://ewn.co.za/2017/08/24/high-meat-

inflation-remains-worrying 

11 Gauteng dams continue to decline, South African Government News, 17 August 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/gauteng-

dams-continue-decline 



On 18 August, News24 reported that Cape Town's Granger Bay, Hout Bay and Dido Bay may soon be 

home to three proposed new desalination plants that the city intends commissioning to make extra 

drinking water for its residents and visitors, according to tender documents issued this week.12  

1.2.3 City of Cape Town considers level 5 water restrictions as the drought crisis deepens 

On 18 August, Eyewitness News reported that the City of Cape Town is considering level five water 

restrictions.13 

1.2.4 City of Cape Town announces that residents who ignore the stipulated water restrictions could 

face imprisonment amid reports that water conservations efforts are failing 

On 18 August, SABC News reported that residents who ignore the City of Cape Town's water restrictions 

face imprisonment.14 

1.2.5 South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane says women are important 

for the development of an integrated and coherent Water Master Plan in the country 

On 21 August, South African Government News reported that Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula 

Mokonyane says women are important for the development of an integrated and coherent National 

Water and Sanitation Master Plan.15  

1.2.6 South Africa’s Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane blames her department's 

financial woes on municipalities' R7 billion debt 

On 22 August, News24 reported that Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane has laid the 

blame for her department's ailing finances on ill-equipped municipalities who could not implement their 

projects.16 

1.2.7 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation announces that users failing to honour debts 

could be blacklisted amid reports that by the end of June 2017, the department only managed to 

collect R115 million out of more than R7 billion owed by municipalities and water boards 

                                                 
12 Cape Town reveals sites of proposed new water desalination plants, Jenni Evans, News24, 18 August 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/cape-town-reveals-sites-of-proposed-new-water-desalination-plants-20170818 

13 City of Cape Town considers level 5 water restrictions, Monique Mortlock, Eyewitness News, 18 August 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/08/18/city-of-cape-town-considers-level-5-water-restrictions 

14 Cape Town's water wasters could face jail time, Thandiswa Mawu, SABC News, 18 August 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/59b94f0042488b8e9766b7c3545c4b73/Cape-Towns-water-wasters-could-face-jail-time-20171808 

15 Women key to Water Master Plan, South African Government News, 21 August 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/women-key-

water-master-plan 

16Mokonyane blames dept's financial woes on municipalities' R7bn debt, Paul Herman, News24, 22 August 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/mokonyane-blames-municipalities-r7bn-debt-for-her-depts-financial-woes-20170822 



On 23 August, South African Government News reported that the Department of Water and Sanitation is 

considering blacklisting individuals, companies and organisations that continue not to honour their 

debts due to the department.17  

1.2.8 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation has urges people to use water sparingly as 

dam levels continue to decrease 

On 23 August, South African Government News reported that as dam levels continue to decrease, the 

Department of Water and Sanitation has urged people to use water sparingly and always monitor water 

usage.18 

1.2.9 City of Cape Town receives a R21 million drought disaster grant from the Department of 

Cooperative Governance as the water crisis deepens 

On 23 August, Sowetan reported that the City of Cape Town has received a boost for its drought-fighting 

strategy with a R20.8-million disaster relief grant.19  

1.2.10 South Africa’s National Council of Provinces (NCOP) baffled that 3 000 of the 4 820 boreholes 

drilled by the Department of Water and Sanitation in Limpopo are dry 

On 24 August, The Citizen reported that it seems to have cost taxpayers a lot of money to create 

thousands of pointless holes in the ground.20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
17 Water users failing to honour debts could be blacklisted, South African Government News, 23 August 2017, 

http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/water-users-failing-honour-debts-could-be-blacklisted 

18 Dam levels continue to take a blow, South African Government News, 23 August 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/dam-levels-

continue-take-blow 

19 De Lille welcomes R21m disaster grant for drought-hit Cape Town, Aphiwe Deklerk, Sowetan, 23 August 2017, 

http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2017/08/23/de-lille-welcomes-r21m-disaster-grant-for-drought-hit-cape-town 

20 Of 4 820 expensive boreholes drilled in Limpopo, 3 000 are dry, Alex Matlala, The Citizen, 24 August 2017, http://citizen.co.za/news/south-

africa/1624493/of-4-820-expensive-boreholes-drilled-in-limpopo-3-000-are-dry/ 



2.0 Weekly Infographics: 33 countries, including South Africa, face extremely 

high water stress by 2040 

 

Figure 1. 33 countries, including South Africa, face extremely high water stress by 2040 (Source: OECD; World Resource Institute) 

3.0 Overall Assessment 

❖ Rising unemployment and poverty levels in South Africa are a major threat to low-income 

households’ access to food and water security 

❖ A more robust response is needed from all stakeholders in order to effectively address the 

deepening bird flu crisis in South, which is emerging as a major threat food security in the 

country 

❖ The high water debt in South Africa is a key threat to water infrastructure development in the 

country as well as to the sustainability of the proposed Water Master Plan 

 


