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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• South Africa’s manufacturing production shrank 1.4% year-on-year in July, dragged lower by a

decline in the production of petroleum and steel amid slow growth in the country

• President Jacob Zuma says the youth and the ANC Youth League must spearhead land reform

in South Africa

• Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba warns that South Africa is in danger of missing its 1.3% growth

target this year due to the poor performance of major sectors of the economy that will likely

restrain tax revenues

• Fishing communities protest to register their growing frustrations with the slow pace of

transformation in the industry, claiming that the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and

Fisheries’ recent fishing quota allocations favoured large companies at the expense of new

entrants

• Western Cape drought takes its toll amid reports that fruit shortages and a price surge is

imminent in South Africa

• South Africa’s dairy and foods group Clover reports a dismal set of results due to the

prolonged drought and volatile rand

• Absa’s consumer conference predicts tough times ahead for all business, retailers in South

Africa

• South Africa’s tax revenue in the first quarter of the current financial year R13.1-billion lower

than predicted, confirming the severity of the economy's stagnation



• South Africa’s retail sector in worse shape than expected amid reports that retail trade sales 

growth slowed more sharply than expected in July, coming in at 1.8% year on year, from 

June’s 2.9% and against expectations of between 2.4% and 2.7% 

• South Africa’s Competition Commission announces that a beef company, Beefcor (Pty) Ltd and 

Cape Fruit Processors, a juice company, have been charged with division of markets by 

allocating customers in contravention of Section 4(1) (b) (ii) of the Competition Act 98 of 1998 

as corporate corruption continues to haunt the food industry 

• South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation calls for calm in Sheepmoor, Mpumalanga 

as protest erupt over water shortages 

• Western Cape’s Local Government‚ Environmental Affairs and Development Planning MEC‚ 

Anton Bredell says the province’s dam levels are at record lows for this time of the year as the 

drought crisis deepens 

• Cape Town deputy executive mayor Ian Neilson urges the construction industry to make use 

of treated effluent water as drought bites 

• Pietermaritzburg Township in KwaZulu-Natal Province has only one working tap, reflecting the 

depth of the poor water infrastructure in South Africa 

1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 South Africa’s manufacturing production shrank 1.4% year-on-year in July, dragged lower by a 

decline in the production of petroleum and steel amid slow growth in the country  

On 8 September, IOL Business reported that South Africa’s manufacturing production shrank 1.4% year-

on-year in July, dragged lower by a decline in the production of petroleum and steel.1 

1.1.2 President Jacob Zuma says the youth and the ANC Youth League must spearhead land reform in 

South Africa  

On 10 September, News24 reported that President Jacob Zuma on Sunday said the youth and the ANC 

Youth League must lead the line in the fight to "get our land back".2 

1.1.3 Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba warns that South Africa is in danger of missing its 1.3% growth 

target this year due to the poor performance of major sectors of the economy that will likely restrain 

tax revenues 

                                                 
1 Manufacturing down 1.4% in July, Kabelo Khumalo, IOL Business Report, 8 September 2017, https://www.iol.co.za/business-

report/manufacturing-down-14-in-july-11132960 

2 Zuma: Youth must be vocal to 'get our land back', Mxolisi Mngadi, News24, 10 September 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/zuma-youth-must-be-vocal-to-get-our-land-back-20170910 



On 11 September, Eyewitness News reported that Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba is warning South 

Africa is in danger of missing its 1.3% growth target this year due to the poor performance of major 

sectors of the economy that will likely restrain tax revenues.3 

1.1.4 Fishing communities protest to register their growing frustrations with the slow pace of 

transformation in the industry, claiming that the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries’ 

recent fishing quota allocations favoured large companies at the expense of new entrants 

On 12 September, Times Live reported that protesting fishermen used rope to barricade themselves in 

the foyer of a government building in Cape Town on Monday to draw attention to their grievances.4 

1.1.5 Western Cape drought takes its toll amid reports that fruit shortages and a price surge is 

imminent in South Africa 

On 12 September, Business Day reported that drought and the predicted long-term drier trend in the 

Western Cape could have a serious effect on the growing of deciduous fruit crops, says deciduous fruit 

industry body Hortgro.5 

1.1.6 South Africa’s dairy and foods group Clover reports a dismal set of results due to the prolonged 

drought and volatile rand 

On 12 September, Business Day reported that dairy and foods group Clover reported a dismal set of 

results, as expected after last week’s trading update, with sharp drops in profit at almost all levels.6 

1.1.7 Absa’s consumer conference predicts tough times ahead for all business, retailers in South Africa 

On 12 September, Eyewitness News reported that retailers have been warned the next 18 months will 

be tough for all businesses.7 

1.1.8 South Africa’s tax revenue in the first quarter of the current financial year R13.1-billion lower 

than predicted, confirming the severity of the economy's stagnation 

On 13 September, Business Live reported that tax revenue in the first quarter of the current financial 

year was R13.1-billion lower than predicted, confirming the severity of the economy's stagnation.8 

                                                 
3 Gigaba: SA may miss 1.3% growth target this year, Gia Nicolaides, Eyewitness News, 11 September 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/09/11/gigaba-sa-may-not-reach-1-3-growth-target-this-year 

4 Fishing for their rights, Bobby Jordan, Times Lives, 12 September 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2017-09-12-fishing--

for-their-rights/ 

5 Drier trend puts deciduous fruit crops at risk, Bekezela Phakathi, Business Day, 12 September 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-09-12-drier-trend-puts-deciduous-fruit-crops-at-risk/ 

6 Prolonged drought and volatile rand squeeze Clover, Tammy Foyn, Business Day, 12 September 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/retail-and-consumer/2017-09-12-prolonged-drought-and-volatile-rand-squeeze-clover/ 

7 Tough times ahead for all business, retailers warned, Ilze-Marie Le Roux, Eyewitness News, 12 September 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/09/12/tough-times-ahead-for-all-businesses-retailers-warned 



1.1.9 South Africa’s retail sector in worse shape than expected amid reports that retail trade sales 

growth slowed more sharply than expected in July, coming in at 1.8% year on year, from June’s 2.9% 

and against expectations of between 2.4% and 2.7% 

On 13 September, Business Day reported that retail trade sales growth slowed more sharply than 

expected in July, coming in at 1.8% year on year, from June’s 2.9% and against expectations of between 

2.4% and 2.7%.9 

1.1.10 South Africa’s Competition Commission announces that a beef company, Beefcor (Pty) Ltd and 

Cape Fruit Processors, a juice company, have been charged with division of markets by allocating 

customers in contravention of Section 4(1) (b) (ii) of the Competition Act 98 of 1998 as corporate 

corruption continues to haunt the food industry 

On 13 September, Times Live reported that two companies – a beef supplier and a juice maker - have 

been referred by the Competition Commission to its Tribunal after it was found that they signed 

agreements not to compete with each other in contravention of the competition law.10 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 South Africa’s Department of Water and Sanitation calls for calm in Sheepmoor, Mpumalanga as 

protest erupt over water shortages 

On 8 September, South African Government News reported that the Department of Water and 

Sanitation has called for peace and calm in Sheepmoor, Mpumalanga, following a protest over water 

shortages.11 

1.2.2 Western Cape’s Local Government‚ Environmental Affairs and Development Planning MEC‚ 

Anton Bredell says the province’s dam levels are at record lows for this time of the year as the 

drought crisis deepens 

On 11 September, Times Live reported that the average water level of dams across the Western Cape is 

35.2%‚ a significant drop from the levels measured last year. In the corresponding period last year‚ dam 

levels were at 61% after the winter rainfall.12 

                                                                                                                                                             
8 Weak economy hits the taxman, Linda Ensor, Business Live, 13 September 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/business/2017-

09-13-weak-economy--hits-the-taxman/ 

9 Retail sector in worse shape than expected, Sunita Menon and Tammy Foyn, Business Day, 13 September 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-09-13-retail-sector-in-worse-shape-than-expected/ 

10 Beef company and juice company charged for anticompetitive behaviour, Penwell Dlamini, Times Live, 13 September 2017, 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/business/2017-09-13-beef-company-and-juice-company-charged-for-anticompetitive-behaviour/ 

11 Water department calls for calm at Sheepmoor, South African Government News, 8 September 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-

africa/water-department-calls-calm-sheepmoor 

12 Western Cape dam levels at record lows for this time of the year, Times Live, 11 September 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-

africa/2017-09-11-western-cape-dam-levels-at-record-lows-for-this-time-of-the-year/ 



1.2.3 Cape Town deputy executive mayor Ian Neilson urges the construction industry to make use of 

treated effluent water as drought bites 

On 12 September, Fin24 reported that the construction industry should make use of treated effluent 

water wherever possible, Cape Town deputy executive mayor Ian Neilson pleaded at the annual 

congress of the Master Builders SA on Monday.13 

1.2.4 Pietermaritzburg Township in KwaZulu-Natal Province has only one working tap, reflecting the 

depth of the poor water infrastructure in South Africa 

On 13 September, Ground Up reported that residents of Ezinketheni in Pietermaritzburg travel long 

distances and wait in long queues to get water.14 

2.0 Daily Infographics: Climate is changing. Food and agriculture must too. 

 

Figure 1. Climate is changing. Food and agriculture must too. (Source: FAO Climate) 

3.0 Overall Assessment 

❖ The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) is urged to decisively resolve the 

problem of slow transformation in the fishing industry because it is now increasingly affecting 

the food and nutrition status of poor fishing communities in South Africa. 

                                                 
13 Construction sector urged to get water wise, Carin Smith, Fin24, 12 September 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/construction-sector-

urged-to-get-water-wise-20170911 

14 Pietermaritzburg township has only one working tap, Nompendulo Ngubane, Ground Up, 13 September 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/pietermaritzburg-township-has-only-one-working-tap-20170913 



❖ The Government of South Africa is urged to introduce a new policy that offers incentives for 

construction companies to make use of treated effluent water, whenever possible. 

 

 


