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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Senzeni Zokwana says fast-tracking the allocation

of fishing rights to communities can alleviate rampant poaching that is affecting the stock

levels of fish species in the country's oceans amid slow transformation in South Africa’s fishing

industry

• Struggling South African consumers feeling very vulnerable financially according to the

Momentum Consumer Financial Vulnerability Index amid increasing socio-political and

economic uncertainty in the country

• City of Johannesburg to launch task team to probe illegal land invasions as the agrarian reform

debate rages on in South Africa

• Meat World caught up in a sell-by date scandal, bringing the issue of food quality into sharp

focus in South Africa

• South Africa falls 14 places in the World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness Index as the

strength of its institutions and of its financial markets has eroded

• South Africa’s Rural Development and Land Reform Minister Gugile Nkwinti announces that

phase two of the land-audit report is due to be processed by the Cabinet and released to the

public by the end of October

• South Africa’s Automobile Association says that stronger international oil prices and a

weakening rand will combine to drive fuel prices higher at the end of September

• Real disposable salaries in South Africa still remain below their previous high of R14 212 in

October 2015 according to the BankservAfrica Disposable Salaries Index and BankservAfrica

Private Pensions Index

• Statistics SA announces that employment has declined by 34,000 jobs in the second quarter of

2017 as the South African economy continues to bleed jobs



• Futuregrowth says that the governance problems caused by Water and Sanitation Minister 

Nomvula Mokonyane at Umgeni Water could cost South Africa R3 billion 

• Abattoirs polluting South Africa’s rivers 

• Water usage in Cape Town still too high as installation of water management devices begins 

• South Africa and Cuba extends their water agreement in the field of water resource 

management and water supply to 2023 

• Only 25% usable water left in Western Cape dams as drought bites  

• Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane to announce an interim board to oversee 

Umgeni Water in the interests of sound corporate governance and stability at the utility 

1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Senzeni Zokwana says fast-tracking the allocation of 

fishing rights to communities can alleviate rampant poaching that is affecting the stock levels of fish 

species in the country's oceans amid slow transformation in South Africa’s fishing industry 

On 22 September, SABC News reported that fast-tracking the allocation of fishing rights to communities 

can alleviate rampant poaching that's affecting the stock levels of fish species in the country's oceans.1 

1.1.2 Struggling South African consumers feeling very vulnerable financially according to the 

Momentum Consumer Financial Vulnerability Index amid increasing socio-political and economic 

uncertainty in the country 

On 24 September, Fin24 reported that there is a sense among South African consumers that the 

country's so-called perfect storm has started, according to the latest Momentum Consumer Financial 

Vulnerability Index (CFVI).2 

1.1.3 City of Johannesburg to launch task team to probe illegal land invasions as the agrarian reform 

debate rages on in South Africa  

On 25 September, Times Live reported that City of Johannesburg mayor Herman Mashaba has 

announced that he is to establish an independent task team to investigate allegations of political 

interference behind recent illegal land invasions in the city.3 

                                                 
1 Fast tracking fishing permits could alleviate poaching, SABC News, 22 September 2017, 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/d5028a0042b3cfcf9313f30af4141ccc/Fast-tracking-fishing-permits-could-alleviate-poaching-20172209 

2 Struggling SA consumers feeling very vulnerable financially – report, Carin Smith, Fin24, 24 September 2017, 

http://www.fin24.com/Economy/struggling-sa-consumers-feeling-very-vulnerable-financially-report-20170924 

3 City of Joburg to launch task team to probe illegal land invasions, Times Live, 25 September 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-

africa/2017-09-25-city-of-joburg-to-launch-task-team-to-probe-illegal-land-invasions/ 



1.1.4 Meat World caught up in a sell-by date scandal, bringing the issue of food quality into sharp 

focus in South Africa 

On 25 September, Times Live reported that companies that tamper with sell-by labels on products can 

be criminally prosecuted and heavily fined.4 

1.1.5 South Africa falls 14 places in the World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness Index as the 

strength of its institutions and of its financial markets has eroded 

On 27 September, Business Day reported that SA has plummeted in a major ranking of global 

competitiveness, falling 14 places in the World Economic Forum’s (WEF’s) Competitiveness index as the 

strength of its institutions and of its financial markets has eroded.5 

1.1.6 South Africa’s Rural Development and Land Reform Minister Gugile Nkwinti announces that 

phase two of the land-audit report is due to be processed by the Cabinet and released to the public by 

the end of October 

On 28 September, Business Day reported that phase two of the land-audit report is due to be processed 

by the Cabinet and released to the public by the end of October, says Rural Development and Land 

Reform Minister Gugile Nkwinti.6 

1.1.7 South Africa’s Automobile Association says that stronger international oil prices and a 

weakening rand will combine to drive fuel prices higher at the end of September 

On 28 September, Fin24 reported that stronger international oil prices, and a weakening rand, will 

combine to drive fuel prices higher at the end of September, the Automobile Association (AA) said on 

Thursday.7 

1.1.8 Real disposable salaries in South Africa still remain below their previous high of R14 212 in 

October 2015 according to the BankservAfrica Disposable Salaries Index and BankservAfrica Private 

Pensions Index 

On 28 September, Fin24 reported that average real disposable salaries in South Africa still remain below 

their previous high of R14 212 in October 2015.8 

                                                 
4 Meat World in sell-by date turmoil, Nico Gous, Times Live, 25 September 2017, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/consumer-live/2017-09-25-

meat-world-in-sell-by-date-turmoil/ 

5 Instability and crime blamed for SA’s slide in WEF Competitiveness index, Hilary Joffe, Business Day, 27 September 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-09-27-instability-and-crime-blamed-for-sas-slide-in-wef-competitiveness-index/ 

6 Land-audit report second phase due for release in October, Bekezela Phakathi, Business Day, 28 September 2017, 

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2017-09-28-land-audit-report-second-phase-due-for-release-in-october/ 

7 Stronger oil, weaker rand make more fuel price pain likely – AA, Carin Smith, Fin24, 28 September 2017, 

http://www.fin24.com/Economy/stronger-oil-weaker-rand-make-more-fuel-price-pain-likely-aa-20170928 



1.1.9 Statistics SA announces that employment has declined by 34,000 jobs in the second quarter of 

2017 as the South African economy continues to bleed jobs 

On 28 September, Business Day reported that the South African economy continues to bleed jobs, with 

Statistics SA reporting on Thursday that employment had declined by 34,000 jobs in the second quarter 

of 2017.9 

1.2 Water Security 

1.2.1 Futuregrowth says that the governance problems caused by Water and Sanitation Minister 

Nomvula Mokonyane at Umgeni Water could cost South Africa R3 billion 

On 24 September, City Press reported that Treasury could soon be forced to find R3bn to bail out 

Umgeni Water after an asset management company’s threat to withdraw bonds from the state utility.10 

1.2.2 Abattoirs polluting South Africa’s rivers 

On 24 September, Dispatch reported that South Africa’s rivers have become a dumping ground for the 

blood of slaughtered cattle as more and more unscrupulous businesses set up abattoirs next to streams 

and discard their waste illegally.11 

1.2.3 Water usage in Cape Town still too high as installation of water management devices begins  

On 25 September, eNCA reported that the City of Cape Town on Monday said it would continue with its 

aggressive approach of installing 2,000 water management devices at the homes of those using water 

excessively.12 

1.2.4 South Africa and Cuba extends their water agreement in the field of water resource 

management and water supply to 2023 

On 26 September, South African Government News reported that the South African Government and 

Cuba have extended the SA-Cuba cooperation agreement in the field of water resource management 

and water supply to 2023.13 

                                                                                                                                                             
8 Real disposable salaries still lower than 2 years ago, Carin Smith, Fin24, 28 September 2017, http://www.fin24.com/Economy/real-disposable-

salaries-still-lower-than-2-years-ago-20170928 

9 Jobs crisis worsens at a swift rate, Theto Mahlakoana, Business Day, 28 September 2017, https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/economy/2017-

09-28-sa-loses-34000-jobs-in-the-quarter-ended-june/ 

10 Water and sanitation minister's 'meddling' could cost SA R3bn, Sipho Masondo, City Press, 24 September 2017, 

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/nomvulas-meddling-could-cost-sa-r3bn-20170923  

11 Abattoirs are polluting our rivers, Themba Khumalo, Dispatch, 24 September 2017, 

https://www.iol.co.za/sundayindependent/dispatch/abattoirs-are-polluting-our-rivers-11336977 

12 Water usage in Cape Town still too high, eNCA, 25 September 2017, http://www.enca.com/south-africa/water-usage-in-cape-town-still-too-

high 



1.2.5 Only 25% usable water left in Western Cape dams as drought bites  

On 26 September, Eyewitness News reported that the average water levels for dams across the Western 

Cape is currently at 35%.14 

1.2.6 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane to announce an interim board to oversee 

Umgeni Water in the interests of sound corporate governance and stability at the utility 

On 28 September, South African Government News reported that Water and Sanitation Minister 

Nomvula Mokonyane will soon announce an interim board to oversee Umgeni Water in the interests of 

sound corporate governance and stability at the utility.15 

2.0 Weekly Infographics: Climate change is real and could reduce potential 

agricultural output by 30% in Africa 

 

Figure 1. Climate change is real and could reduce potential agricultural output by 30% in Africa (Source: World Food Programme) 

 
                                                                                                                                                             
13 SA, Cuba extend water agreement to 2023, South African Government News, 26 September 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-

africa/sa-cuba-extend-water-agreement-2023 

14 Govt concerned as 25% usable water left in WC dams, Shamiela Fisher, Eyewitness News, 26 September 2017, 

http://ewn.co.za/2017/09/26/wc-govt-concerneced-as-25-usable-water-left-in-wc-dams 

15 Umgeni Water to get interim board soon, South African Government News, 28 September 2017, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-

africa/umgeni-water-get-interim-board-soon 



3.0 Overall Assessment 

❖ Water pollution becoming a major threat to water security in South Africa 

❖ Food quality monitoring remains weak in South Africa 

❖ Slow growth and rising unemployment are making poor families increasingly food insecure in 

South Africa 

❖ The Department of Water and Sanitation need to play a more active and decisive role in 

helping the Western Cape government that is struggling to handle the deepening water crisis 

in the province 

❖ Poor governance and slow transformation in the water sector are a major threat to water 

security in South Africa 

 


