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1.0 Key Weekly Trends, Themes and Issues 

• South African households sink deeper into debt as food prices surge amid reports that some

women are paying as much as 50% interest to loan sharks just to put food on the table

• South Africa's growth forecast drops from 1.3% to 0.7 % amid tough economic times, with the

predicted revenue shortfall standing at R50.8 billion

• South Africa’s forecast of higher debt and wider fiscal deficits over the next three years raises

the risk of further credit-ratings downgrades amid growing socio-political uncertainty in the

country

• South Africa’s producer inflation accelerates to 5.2% amid rising petrol prices and slow growth

• Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) Julius Malema to appear in court on charges of contravening

the Riotous Assemblies Act after calling for land invasions

• South Africa’s army to guard Cape Town water sources as the drought crisis deepens

• City of Cape Town fails to live up to its water augmentation promise to supply 500 million

litres per day through groundwater, desalination and water reuse

• Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane says that her department will never

allow Western Cape Province to run dry as drought bites

• Residents warned to reduce water consumption as the Nelson Mandela Bay drought crisis

deepens

• Level three water restrictions remain in place in Mangaung as drought takes its toll in the Free

State Province



1.1 Food Security 

1.1.1 South African households sink deeper into debt as food prices surge amid reports that some 

women are paying as much as 50% interest to loan sharks just to put food on the table 

On 25 October, Times Live reported that women are paying as much as 50% interest to loan sharks just 

to put food on the table.1 

1.1.2 South Africa's growth forecast drops from 1.3% to 0.7 % amid tough economic times, with the 

predicted revenue shortfall standing at R50.8 billion 

On 25 October, IOL Business reported that Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba announced that the growth 

outlook was slashed from 1.3% to 0.7%.2 

1.1.3 South Africa’s forecast of higher debt and wider fiscal deficits over the next three years raises 

the risk of further credit-ratings downgrades amid growing socio-political uncertainty in the country 

On 26 October, Bloomberg reported that South Africa’s forecast of higher debt and wider fiscal deficits 

over the next three years raises the risk of further credit-ratings downgrades as a battle for control of 

the ruling party limits policy choices.3 

1.1.4 South Africa’s producer inflation accelerates to 5.2% amid rising petrol prices and slow growth 

On 27 October, Fin24 reported that rising petrol prices fuelled the producer inflation, which rose to 5.2% 

in September, says an economist.4 

1.1.5 Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) Julius Malema to appear in court on charges of contravening 

the Riotous Assemblies Act after calling for land invasions 

On 27 October, ANA reported that Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader Julius Malema is expected to 

appear in the Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court on Friday, on charges of contravening the Riotous 

Assemblies Act after calling for land invasions.5 
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1.2 Water 

1.2.1 South Africa’s army to guard Cape Town water sources as the drought crisis deepens 

On 22 October, Weekend Argus reported that the army is ready to deploy soldiers to protect water 

sources, water-carrying trucks and collection points if, as is expected, Cape Town’s supply runs out 

within the next six months.6 

1.2.2 City of Cape Town fails to live up to its water augmentation promise to supply 500 million litres 

per day through groundwater, desalination and water reuse 

On 23 October, News24 reported that the City of Cape Town has admitted that it will only be able to 

augment water supply to the drought-stricken Mother City by about half of the amount it promised 

previously.7 

1.2.3 Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane says that her department will never allow 

Western Cape Province to run dry as drought bites 

On 25 October, News24 reported that the Western Cape will not get to a stage where it runs out of 

water completely, Water and Sanitation Minister Nomvula Mokonyane vowed on Wednesday.8 

1.2.4 Residents warned to reduce water consumption as the Nelson Mandela Bay drought crisis 

deepens 

On 25 October, News24 reported that water consumption in Nelson Mandela Bay has increased despite 

the fact that the metro is experiencing one of its most severe droughts to date.9 

1.2.5 Level three water restrictions remain in place in Mangaung as drought takes its toll in the Free 

State Province 

On 26 October, TNA reported that level three water restrictions in Mangaung will remain in place 

despite the recent light rains that have fallen in the Free State.10  
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make-little-change-for-drought-ridden-fs/ 

 



2.0 Weekly Infographics: Water is a precondition for human existence and for 

the sustainability of the planet  

 

Figure 1. Water is a precondition for human existence and for the sustainability of the planet (Source: UN Water) 

3.0  Overall Assessment 

❖ Low income households in South Africa are becoming increasingly food and water insecure 

due to slow growth, food price increases and climate change. 

❖ Therefore, the South African government is urged to increase social security for poor 

households in order to improve their levels of food and water security 


